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Preface

Ideas and thinking need to evolve to stay abreast
of the rapidly changing global environment. A clear
vision is essential to providing a meaningful contribution to global debates on our common future.
The Bled Strategic Forum aspires to do all this, and
more.
What is the Bled Strategic Forum? What does it
stand for? What does it want to be? These are just a
few questions that we seek to answer every September, when more than 1200 participants from over
60 countries gather in Bled to make a difference
and to contribute, through their discussions, to the
overarching goal: making our global home more sustainable, resilient and safe for future generations.
The Bled Strategic Forum is like a house resting on
three pillars – sustainable development, digitisation/
artificial intelligence and the future of Europe. Each
of these pillars is indispensable for a solid, resilient,
sustainable and strong home.
Climate change is not our future, it is our present.
The discussions held in Bled show that we have
reached the breaking point, and mere words will not
be enough to manage our future successfully and
sustainably.
The fact is that we are not saving the planet, we are
saving ourselves. We need to change our collective
mindset, adjust our actions and become environmentally and socially responsible. The Bled Strategic Forum is ready to engage.
We live in a digital era, with machines, their calculations and approximations steering most of our actions, decisions and even thinking. We live in a world

of big data, cybersecurity and artificial intelligence.
We are surrounded with mechanical voices and
sounds, and also with endless possibilities. How to
sustainably and responsibly use these technological
advances is one of the biggest challenges of the
21st century. The Bled Strategic Forum will be here
to remind you that, at the end of the day, we must
not forget to be human.
Europe is our home. It may have many cracks, uncertainties and issues and we have our fears, resentments, questions and dilemmas about the common future. They are all real and important, but we
should never lose sight of our shared dreams and
our shared responsibility – to build a united, strong,
resilient and globally relevant Europe. This may only
be achieved if we start listening to each other and
if we realise that the European Union is one of the
most unique projects in the history of mankind. The
Bled Strategic Forum believes in Europe.
In 2020, the Bled Strategic Forum will be celebrating 15 years of discussions, thought-provoking
speeches, great speakers, amazing panels and,
above all, participants who value and listen to different opinions and who are ready to actively engage in
making our future sustainable and prosperous.
The journey has only just begun...

Mr Peter Grk
Secretary-General,
Bled Strategic Forum
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Welcome address by H.E. Dr Miro Cerar
H.E. Dr Miro Cerar, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Slovenia, opened the Bled
Strategic Forum 2019 by cautioning that “Warning
bells have begun to sound at Bled. They sound for
you and me and for each of us”. Sustainable development has been part of the conference narrative
since the very beginning; however, it is high time to
put words into practice, said the Minister, stressing
that the burden of sustainable development should
not fall on those struggling to cope with changes
in the globalised word. When addressing climate
change, we should not forget democracy, the rule of
law and human rights.
In view of growing global uncertainties and internal
challenges, the European Union needs strong leadership and political wisdom, even more so when
tackling enlargement issues. “The B in the BSF
stands for Bled, but it could also stand for bold and
the Balkans. Being bold about the Balkans and its
EU enlargement has always been at the core of the
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Bled Strategic Forum.” It is a two-way process and,
given the current geopolitical context, the European
Union cannot afford losing a strategic and vital part
of the continent.
Minister Cerar also touched on migration flows, labelling them an issue with which the EU will “stand
or fall”. We are facing a serious and generational
challenge that requires a comprehensive and objective response based on democratic standards,
the rule of law and the respect for our culture, he
explained.
In conclusion, Minister Cerar called for a functioning
multilateralism, which is essential to safeguarding
and guaranteeing a sustainable and secure livelihood.

#BSF2019
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Address by H.E. Mr Marjan Šarec
H.E. Mr Marjan Šarec, Prime Minister of Slovenia,
began by calling for an open, frank and action-oriented discussion on how to achieve a safe, stable
and prosperous future. His address was divided into
three concentric circles – the global level, the EU
level and the national level.
At the global level, he focused on the importance
to ensure stability and security through sustainability, outlining “an urgent need for a unified and
coordinated approach towards global challenges.”
Multilateralism, international law and the respect for
human rights need to be at the core of all efforts to
address and manage the contemporary phenomena,
he explained, offering a partnership with “young
leaders that are changing the world”.

that fosters solidarity and the highest standards of
human rights and dignity. “We need to restore confidence in the EU and put people in the centre of our
activities,” he pointed out.
Committed to pursuing high national ambitions, the
Slovenian Government bears the responsibility to
take the necessary legal steps and ensure a prosperous common future, he said.
“We are not afraid to tackle the area of science and
modern technologies. We cherish the importance of
water and its accessibility, and we also aim to be
leaders in environmental protection,” concluded the
Prime Minister.

As to the European level, he pointed to Slovenia’s
shared responsibility for decisions and actions taken
within the Union. He went on to stress Slovenia’s
commitment to a strong, cohesive and united EU

BSF 2019
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Keynote Address: H.E. Ms María Fernanda
Espinosa Garcés
H.E. Ms María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, President
of the 73rd session of the UN General Assembly,
opened her speech by commending Slovenia for
providing an exemplary support to the United Nations. She continued by stating that the “greatest
challenges such as climate crisis, inequality, migration and the disruptive effects of new technologies
provide us with the greatest opportunities to revolutionize our cities, societies and economies, thus
making them safe, fair and green.”
According to Ms Espinoza Garcés, we have to address three main issues to achieve progress. As to
climate change, she acknowledged an urgent need
to increase our ambition to unlock the benefits of
climate-smart development. In her opinion, the inability to take immediate steps such as public and
private investments in low carbon and green jobs
would lead to instability.
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As regards the frame of the social contract, she expressed concern over the rising inequalities of citizens by questioning the credibility and capacity of
governments to deliver. “The gains we have made
in the previous decades are slowing, even reversing.
Apart from that, these gains have never been distributed equally,” she pointed out, echoing the voice of
the young generation.
Ms Espinoza Garcés concluded her address by
mentioning the health of the international system,
pointing the finger at the rising nationalism, unilateral approach and attacks on international norms.
“Multilateralism is not only urgent, it is a matter of
survival,” she said, calling for a predictable, strong
and reliable international rules-based system with
inclusive, transparent, effective and accountable
United Nations at its core.

#BSF2019
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Conversation with Presidents

Only a day after the sombre 80th anniversary of the
outbreak of the Second World War, the presidents of
Slovenia and Estonia, Borut Pahor and Kersti Kaljulaid, met again to discuss the future of Europe and
the most pertinent issues facing the EU. Both expressed their utmost support for the European project and its core values. However, in recent years,
“the European idea is going through some sort of
a crisis,” explained President Pahor, presenting a
proposal to launch a constitutional process similar
to the Convention on the Future of Europe.
“The EU is more efficient and effective than any ad
hoc alternative,” was a clear message from President Kaljulaid. Only the European spirit can cope
with the most persistent problems facing our society
– climate change and common labour market, she
underlined.

“It (the fight against climate change)
rests on the EU’s shoulders. And I am
proud to take this responsibility.”
Kersti Kaljulaid

Regarding Brexit, both presidents agreed that the
current developments provide little opportunity to
renegotiate. “A hard Brexit could become a reality,”
cautioned President Pahor, adding that the responsibility of the EU27 is to maintain a firm consensus
and to secure its interests. The Estonian President
Kaljulaid stressed that the deal was a direct result of
the conditions laid down by Prime Minister Theresa
May. “If something shifts, we will grab the opportunity, but the ball is not in our court.”

8

(Re)sources of (In)stability

“We, who are advocating multilateralism, have to do more, move with the
times and reform our institutions and
relations.”
Borut Pahor

Regarding migration, President Pahor was dissatisfied with the European approach, stressing that
the EU urgently needs a common agreement which
would work to the satisfaction of all. Both panellists
agreed that migration would be “the first and most
pressing issue for the new Commission.” President
Kaljulaid also referred to its root causes, framing the
issue as a misallocation of labour force.

“Never be insensitive: our migration,
their brain drain; let us work together.”
Kersti Kaljulaid

As for transatlantic relations, President Pahor as a
staunch supporter of multilateralism acknowledged
some disharmony between the EU and the US, but
advocated for continued close cooperation. In his
opinion, the strategic risk stemming from China’s
growing technological prowess is keeping the interests of the US and the EU aligned. “We still matter
to each other, it is just a different relationship,” explained the Estonian leader.
As to EU enlargement, President Pahor proposed
that the EU push ahead towards full-fledged membership for the Western Balkan countries while offering a “special status” to others, e.g. Turkey and
Ukraine. In his opinion, the enlargement process
for the Western Balkans needs to be kept on the

#BSF2019
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agenda to avoid potential conflicts and to prevent
other world powers from stepping in to fill the vacuum. Sharing his view, President Kaljulaid expressed
her full support for a continued enlargement and for
adding Georgia to the list of EU aspirants.
The conversation ended with a passionate plea to
maintain the relevance of the European project and
an optimistic outlook on its future.

Conversation with Presidents
Monday, 2 September, 14.30–15.15
@Bled Festival Hall
Speakers:
H.E. Ms Kersti Kaljulaid, President of Estonia
H.E. Mr Borut Pahor, President of Slovenia
Moderator:
Mr Ali Aslan, Journalist and TV Presenter,
Germany

BSF 2019
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Multilateralism at a Crossroads

A high-profile panel saw the participants debating
on the most pertinent challenges facing multilateralism. There was a wide consensus that the rulesbased international order is under attack and that
it is high time for concerted action and global cooperation to address the current trends, including
nationalism and narrow interests.
The floor was opened with a statement by Ms Espinosa Garcés, President of the 73rd session of the
UN General Assembly, who explained that “there is
no plan B”, no alternative to the United Nations as
the key embodiment and the beating heart of multilateralism. She noted the importance of tackling
common challenges such as climate change, migration, poverty or inequality within the international
framework, with regional multilateralism as the seed
for global multilateralism. Ms Espinosa Garcés went
on to observe three main deficits of the international community: communication, stakeholders and
implementation, and advocated for a global leadership, collective action and shared responsibility.
As for multilateralism, H.E. Mr Josep Borrell Fontelles, Minister of Foreign Affairs, the European
Union and Cooperation of Spain, wondered how Europe, with its ever-shrinking proportion of the world
population, would face the global world and survive
in it. She went on to explain that, in today’s world of
G2 – China and the US – only a united Europe has
the capacity and leverage of making it G3. Taking a
step further, he referred to the European Union as
a role model for “the two most important assets for
the future of humankind” – the capacity to share
sovereignty and the will to pool its resources to face
global challenges.
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“Turning to other partners is not an alternative to
relations with the western allies, but rather a complement,” commented H.E. Mr Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey, when asked
about the relations with European alliances after the
purchase of military equipment from Russia. Moreover, Turkey remains committed to the European
path despite some hesitation from its counterpart,
he explained, criticising the lack of assistance when
it was needed. The panellists could not avoid migration as one of the current pressing issues, with
Mr Çavuşoğlu stating that “we have failed as the
international community to deal with this irregular
migration”. He explained that stakeholders should
focus on burden-sharing, tackling the root causes
and improving integration policies. He concluded
with the hope that the young generation full of idealism and energy may have a better future.
“We are small enough to be big,” was an expressive
kick-off from H.E. Dr Miro Cerar, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Slovenia, pointing to the fact that even
small states can play a significant role on the world
stage in terms of providing ideas and initiatives.
“Multilateralism is under severe attack,” but Slovenia remains its staunch supporter, added Minister
Cerar. In his opinion, Europe can lead the way in
providing for democratic principles, human rights
protection and the rule of law. The world “can learn
from us, and Europe is the place where many people
would like to live.” This is why, according to him,
Europe has the responsibility of holding to higher
standards.

#BSF2019
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Multilateralism at a Crossroads
Monday, 2 September, 15.15 –16.15
Bled Festival Hall
Speakers:
H.E. Ms María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés,
President of the 73rd session of the UN
General Assembly
H.E. Mr Josep Borrell Fontelles, Minister
of Foreign Affairs, the European Union and
Cooperation of Spain

H.E. Mr Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Turkey
H.E. Dr Miro Cerar, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Slovenia
Moderator:
Mr Ali Aslan, journalist and TV presenter,
Germany

BSF 2019
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Winning the ’20s: A Leadership Agenda
for the Next Decade
Mr Reeves adressed the Bled Strategic Forum to
share the business perspective and to speak about
the contribution of business to the next decade,
which will require an equally momentous set of
changes.
He kicked off his presentation by stating that this
was one of the worst times in history for complacency, pointing out that the list of top companies
had changed almost completely between 2009 and
2019. Today, we can observe a profound shift from
resource-based to technology-based companies,
whereby the largest today are ecosystem-based
businesses or “communities of companies pursuing
a common purpose”.
Mr Reeves argued that lower growth rates and returns would become an unavoidable reality due to
the ageing population. He shared his personal speculation on the logic of winning in 2029 in terms of
corporate lessons, which may also be applicable to
governments and nations.
He outlined the five pillars of change required for
a head start, including mastering a new competition logic, which focuses on the rate rather than the
scale of learning.
The second step is to design a company of the future. Such companies are “synergistic combinations
of humans and algorithms that make decisions on a
wide range of time and geographic scales”.
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Turning to the third point, Mr Reeves mentioned different types of organisational change, ranging from a
traditional top-down model or an adaptive approach
to a more exploratory approach. Reeves underlined
two seminal assumptions for a successful transition
– the key predictor of a successful change is the
time when it is mounted and the shift of focus from
cost reduction to science-driven growth.
Providing scientific evidence that diversity increases
performance, he also called for harnessing the power of different backgrounds, disciplines or gender.
In conclusion, Mr Reeves explained the need to optimize both for social and business value by drawing
on Aristotle’s distinction between two concepts of
the economy – wealth maximization as an end in
itself and the art of managing a household.

Winning the ’20s: A Leadership Agenda
for the Next Decade
Monday, 2 September, 16.30–17.00
Bled Festival Hall
Speaker:
Mr Martin Reeves, BCG Managing Director
and Senior Partner, Global Director of the BCG
Henderson Institute, United States

#BSF2019
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Presentation of the BSF Distinguished
Partner 2019 Award
Former Italian Prime Minister Enrico Letta was honoured with the Bled Strategic Forum Distinguished
Partner Award, which is conferred by the BSF and
the Slovenian Foreign Ministry on prominent and
engaged individuals who embody the principles espoused by Slovenia’s largest foreign policy event.
The presenter of the award, Ambassador Mirošič,
spoke of individuals who are “a driving force behind
strategic thought, dialogue, progressive ideas for
mobilising the public and for bettering individuals,
regions and the world, thereby fostering the ambitions, mission and activities of the Bled Strategic
Forum”.
The award was delivered by Minister Bratušek who
acknowledged Mr Letta’s great support and efforts
during the financial crisis and hinted at the end of
her speech that his return to politics would be greatly appreciated.
For his part, Mr Letta expressed gratitude for the excellent opportunity, noting that Europe, a champion
of peace and prosperity, should tackle its third “P
leadership”, meaning its leadership in pessimism.
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Mr Letta is currently the dean of the Paris School of
International Affairs (PSIA) at Sciences Po in Paris
and the President of the Jacques Delors Institute.
During his political career, he served as the Prime
Minister and a member of the Italian and the European Parliament. He is renowned for his strong support for EU enlargement and a united EU in global
affairs.

Presentation of the BSF Distinguished
Partner 2019 Award
Monday, 2 September 2019,
@Bled Festival Hall
Ambassador Iztok Mirošič, Ambassador-at-Large /
Special Envoy of the Minister, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Slovenia
Ms Alenka Bratušek, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Infrastructure of Slovenia
Prof. Enrico Letta, Dean of the Paris School of
International Affairs, Sciences Po Paris, France

#BSF2019
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Let’s Talk about Sustainability

The way the global economy affects our limited natural resources deeply impacts the Earth’s climate.
Unless we radically change course, we will soon
need another planet. One of the principle panels
of the BSF 2019 focused on translating sustainable development principles into policy action to
tackle climate change, urging the stakeholders to
fundamentally reform production and consumption
behaviours and to reject short-termism. The panellists agreed that Europe should take the lead at the
global level.
Prof. Sachs mentioned three profound environmental crises that are pushing the planet to the edge of
collapse – climate change, loss of biodiversity and
massive pollution – and put the need to decarbonize
the energy system at the forefront of our efforts. In
his opinion, a strong leadership along with a systemic approach and radical cooperation is required to
accomplish the climate agenda. He proposed that
Europe should take the lead in this transition for the
most important segments associated with climate
change – energy and agriculture – that require a regional rather than a national approach. At the end
of the discussion, he placed high hopes in the new
European Commission and commended Slovenia for
its intellectual leadership regarding climate issues.
Dr Potočnik provided a vivid presentation of scientific evidence of massive climate change, making
a plea for the transition to a circular economy. He
advocated for fundamentally changing the production processes and consumption patterns to put the
economic system at the service of the ecosystem.
Exploring the rationality behind the poor implementation of the transition to a low-carbon economy,
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Potočnik criticised the focus on short-term goals
instead of the long-term ones as a result of an
economy driven by the logic of consumerism and
profits. “We need more sharing instead of owning
sovereignty. Europe should be at the centre of global
efforts,” he stressed, calling for an intergenerational
agreement that would put sustainability first.

“We are rapidly and enormously
indebting the future generations.”
Janez Potočnik

Dr Illy outlined the efforts of his company to become
carbon-free by its centenary in 2033. In view of a
rising awareness, commitment and sense of urgency
in the economic market, Dr Illy said that corporations should put sustainability front-and-centre in
order to preserve and build value in the long run.
He argued that failing to do so would damage the
companies’ bottom lines in the long run by potentially damaging their reputation, reducing cash flow
and the cost of money. Cautioning about confusing
sustainability with solidarity since the first produces
and the latter consumes value and resources, he
called for a strategic sustainability which is embedded in the business model. According to him,
the interdependence between economic, social and
environmental dimensions requires simultaneous
pursuit of the respective bottom lines. Despite the
devastating and probably irreversible effects of climate change, Mr Illy remains optimistic, stating that
we may have reached a tipping point, with sustainability at the final end.

#BSF2019
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Let’s Talk about Sustainability
Monday, 2 September, 17.15-18.15
@Bled Festival Hall
Keynote Speaker:
Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, Director, Center for Sustainable
Development, United States
Speakers:
Dr Andrea Illy, Chairman, Illycaffe S.p.A., Italy
Dr Janez Potočnik, Co-Chair, UNEP International Resource Panel
Professor Jeffrey Sachs, Director, Center for Sustainable
Development, United States
Moderator:
Ms Ladeja Godina Košir, Founder and Director of Circular
Change, Ljubljana, and Chair of CG ECESP, Brussels
BSF 2019
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The (Soft) Power of Creativity: The Entertainment
Industry in International Relations
The Bled Strategic Forum panel titled (Soft) Power
of Creativity delved into the ability of entertainment
industries to influence the behaviour of stakeholders in the international community and reinforce national interests through soft power. The discussion
focused on two major questions: How can entertainment industry artists influence national and global
affairs in a world of social media interactions and
increasing populism? Do they have an obligation to
take a stand on critical issues, using their reputation
and influence to shape the public opinion and political/civic engagement?
“The study of international relations has revealed
that actors do matter,” was an opening statement by
Prof. Šabič, who pointed to the growing awareness
among young people that influential entertainers
indeed have the power to make a difference. He
suggested that their messages can be delivered
successfully when backed by constituencies. However, a transformation of this energy into a political
change may be counter-productive or even dangerous, he cautioned.

“Art is like a flower. It only blossoms
in good soil, good light and a friendly
environment.”
Zlatko Šabič

Introducing international relations theory into the
discussion, Mr Cavazza suggested that entertainers
should utilise their “smart and soft power” in the
search for a win-win situation. Most artists present
their attitudes towards relevant topics concerning
society in a generous and altruistic manner. “The
artist’s goal is to reconnect and reunite people and
communities,” he concluded.
18
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Ms Čas underlined the fact that fame and responsibility go hand in hand. “There is a very thin line
between too little and too much involvement in politics,” she noted, adding that artists should find a
middle ground to avoid a backfire.

“Art brings history to life.”
Bill Elliott

Prof. Elliott explained that the role of entertainers
was to influence young people. Reminding the audience of several historical events, he pointed to a
long-standing and mutually beneficial relationship
between art industry and politics, noting that politicians can take advantage of artists and their ability
to translate large audience numbers into votes.

The (Soft) Power of Creativity: The Entertainment
Industry in International Relations
Monday, 2 September, 18.30–19.30
@Bled Festival Hall
Speakers:
Mr Sebastian Cavazza, Actor, Slovenia
Ms Katarina Čas, Actress, Slovenia
Prof. Bill Elliott, Professor of Contemporary
Writing and Production, Berklee College of Music,
United States
Prof. Zlatko Šabič, Professor of International Relations, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of
Ljubljana, Slovenia
Moderator:
Mr Žiga Pirnat, Bled Strategic Forum Creative
Director, Slovenia

#BSF2019
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In the Limelight

Through the years, the future of Europe has gradually become part of the Bled Strategic Forum’s
distinctive thematic focus. The European continent
is facing a diverse and significant set of challenges
that need to be discussed and tackled in concert
with all relevant stakeholders. Providing a cross-cutting perspective, the debate on the future of Europe
has been increasingly perceived as a highly valuable
and intrinsic feature of the conference.

“Through the years, the BSF may have
turned into a second Davos.”
Janez Škrabec, General Manager, RIKO, Slovenia

This year’s Forum featured a number of lucid and insightful discussions on the overarching international
theme – geopolitics. There was a wide consensus
that the existing rules-based international order is
under threat as a result of global power shifts. The
current global landscape is going through a period
of transition and uncertainty, which requires adaptation and perhaps even entirely new forms of cooperation. Based on their diverging interests, the
global superpowers such as China and the United
States have managed to establish their own forms
of multilateralism. On the other hand, determined
to preserve its way of life, Europe pushes for an
“alliance of multilateralism” and for strong relations
with countries, including regional and sub-regional
organisations that pursue the same values. In the
times when the “law of the strongest prevails over
the strength of the law” and the violations of the
basic pillars of international law such as the principle of pacta sunt servanda become the new reality,
there is a growing need to stand up for free trade,
the rule of law and human rights.

20
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“If we are complacent others who do
not share our values will displace us.”
Richard Moore, Political Director, Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, United Kingdom

Another relevant cross-cutting issue of the BSF
2019 was human rights. With regard to the global
push-back, the respect for human rights came up
as an indispensable part of several debates – artificial intelligence, migration, climate change and
conflict zones. However, special attention was devoted to women’s rights and gender equality. In exploring the ways to improve women’s participation in
society and political decision-making, the concept
of women’s empowerment proved essential. If we
understand the empowering of women as a prerequisite to the empowerment of entire societies, the
male population needs to be involved in the debate.
The aim should be to create a resilient and inclusive
future with a level playing field. Statistics show that
diverse and gender-balanced companies tend to be
more innovative; women are also well-appreciated in
negotiation processes for their capacity to facilitate
dialogue and defuse tensions.

“We need the whole team, women
and men, with all of their skills.”
Michelle Bachelet Jeria, UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights

Another significant focus of the BSF 2019 was the
geopolitics-security nexus. The panel on the future
of NATO looked at the challenges facing the Alliance
70 years after its establishment. According to the
predominant observation, NATO seems vital as a
political and security alliance, not only as a guarantor of security for its members but also due to their
shared values. However, the Organization requires

#BSF2019
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an internal transformation to be fit for addressing
the ever emerging and complex challenges ranging
from the disruptive Eastern neighbourhood to hybrid
warfare and disinformation campaigns. In order to
protect critical infrastructure, the Alliance needs to
prioritize the “issues of tomorrow”, especially technology and exploration of space, which are developing exponentially, affecting all facets of life. On top
of that, a strong cooperation between the EU and
NATO remains pivotal.

“A strong commitment to collective
defence, peace and security and shared
values is the most powerful tool of our
Alliance; a confident NATO will remain
the strongest military alliance in the
world.”
Karl Erjavec, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence of Slovenia

Even though migration is not a new issue, it has only
recently been perceived as a high security concern.
The strong correlation is largely a result of populist,
inflammatory and discriminatory discourse based on
false information. In this context, one of the main
challenges remains to turn a negative narrative into
a positive one. The European continent is facing
negative demographic trends and population ageing. As a result, migrants could fit in as potential
workers if given legal access to Europe. Against the
backdrop of fragmented approaches, the EU should
engage in a cool-headed dialogue to find a comprehensive and holistic solution based on responsibility
and burden-sharing, relocation programmes and
other mechanisms to help countries deal with the
situation. Yet, when negotiating numbers and quotas, we should never lose sight of the root causes
– inequality, youth unemployment, conflicts, etc.
Nevertheless, migration challenges the society to be
sympathetic and humane.
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“We should turn off the tap and not limit
ourselves to just mopping the floor.”
Peter Kodwo Appiah Turkson, Prefect, Dicastery for
Promoting Integral Human Development, Vatican

Economic (re)sources of (in)stability have been thoroughly examined by both the Bled Strategic Forum
and the Business BSF 2019. In light of recent trends
that are greatly affecting the future of Europe, the
debates focused on challenges emerging from the
rise of protectionism, fiscal policies and the impact
of foreign direct investment (FDI).
The international community is witnessing the biggest trade war in a long while, with a high potential
of escalation into a currency war or even an economic cold war. Although free trade turns out a winner
in the eyes of history, protectionism has always existed and even sought legitimacy in the WTO rules.
This does not clear its reputation, as the burden – in
the shape of tax on consumers – is carried by the
poorest. The economic landscape has drastically
changed during the last two decades, and there is
now a growing need to reform the outdated WTO
trade rules in a way that would level the playing
field. In addition, the main challenge remains the
redistribution of wealth, which cannot be achieved
by protectionism but rather by social and labour
market policies.
The debate on fiscal resources revealed that the
corporate tax system urgently needs to undergo a
reform not only for ethical and political but also for
economic reasons. In recent decades, we have witnessed taxes shifting away from capital to labour
and consumption. The competition to attract capital generated apparent anomalies, i.e. tax havens
that exploit gaps and mismatches in tax rules. The
OECD, for example, has put forward a two-pillar
solution with a clear intention of putting an end to
tax avoidance strategies. It comprises a relocation of
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taxing rights and the possibility of a global minimum
tax. Last but not least, a change of the mind-set
perceiving taxes as a cost as opposed to a benefit
for the public good should not be disregarded.
The world is facing a global decline in foreign direct
investment, achieving the lowest level since 1990s
in Europe, as reported at the Invest Talk Slovenia
3.0. Thinking ahead is vital to being ahead, and Europe has been resting on its laurels. A rise in FDI is
expected, but may be jeopardised by risks such as
trade war. In order to catch up with the US, China
and the rest of Asia, the European continent needs
to focus on new solutions and build on intense cooperation. Nonetheless, comparative advantages
– fiscal systems, the rule of law, regulatory transparency and qualifications – can play a significant
role in attracting FDI. The debate also touched on
FDI screening, a mechanism introduced by the EU
to avoid the risk and protect strategic sectors and
infrastructure.
Bled, the town hosting the BSF, seems to be a perfect place to discuss tourism, a fast-growing industry
abundant with challenges. The panellist unanimously acknowledged excessive tourism growth as a major challenge. Digitization has created new services,
information travels faster, travelling has become
cheaper and more accessible. The problem should
be tackled by adequate management tailored to the
needs of each individual destination and backed by
know-how and cooperation.
As regards the political scope of the European perspective, the composition and priorities of the next
European Commission was a hot topic. In recent
years, the position of the European Union towards
the G2 has exacerbated and its influence weakened.
As a result, high hopes have been put on the table.
Apart from the traditional issues – sustainability,
migration, climate change, security – the panellist
outlined several challenges that lie ahead for the
24
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“European government”, including the preparations
for a potential new economic and financial crisis,
by developing a new vision for the single market,
ensuring social cohesion and solidarity to cope with
the brain drain and artificial intelligence – an area
that needs its own transnational platforms to counter the bipolar world of the US and China. However,
the principal concern should be to strike the right
balance between internal and external challenges.
Certainly an intriguing idea, although not a new one,
which was voiced on several occasions, was to hold
a conference on the future of Europe that might result in a new treaty.

“Which Western European politician
would risk changing the name of their
country and politically survive?”
Sr đan Darmanović, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Montenegro

At the top of the list of Slovenian foreign policy priorities, the Western Balkans has traditionally held
a season ticket in the first row of the conference.
Although a firm and credible EU perspective for the
Western Balkans is essential to drive the transformation, foster reconciliation and export stability to the
region, the EU has failed to provide a clear perspective for the integration and lacked the understanding
of enlargement policy as a tool for enhancing the
leverage in the region. On the other hand, the Western Balkans is still entrenched in historical disputes
that hamper its progress towards the European integration. However, the responsibility lies on both
sides and, in the run-up to the highly expected and
critical decision on the opening of accession talks
with North Macedonia and Albania, the atmosphere
was full of vocal pleas for the EU to deliver on its
promise and preserve its credibility in the region.
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Sustain Ability Of Sustainability!

Sustainability, together with digitisation, is regarded as a major megatrend that can be harnessed
by companies, corporations or family businesses
to achieve a competitive edge. The latest reports
on climate change are alarming and the situation
is getting out of control. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) could effectively contribute to
the effort, but only if the idea becomes globalised
and widespread. The EU, as a leader in terms of
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and battling climate change, should take responsibility and lead by
example. Nevertheless, the international, European,
national as well as local levels need to embark on the
same vision to deliver on fair and just economic, societal and cultural transformation. Underpinned by
education system, community-based action is of key
importance in transforming the related habits. We
absolutely need to reflect on the logic of consumerism and, for instance, reverse the way we perceive
plastic products and pollution. We need to absorb
the concept of circular economy and step ahead of
the regulators. We need to change our mind-set and
start thinking of future generations.

“Renewables are becoming increasingly
competitive due to new technologies
that make it more efficient. However,
power storage challenges remain.”
Rok Vodnik, Member of the Management Board, Petrol
d.d., President of the Board, Center of Energy Efficiency
Solutions, Slovenia
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“We aim to achieve zero emissions the
in full life cycle of our cars.”
Tom Fux, CEO, Toyota Fleet Mobility Europe, Germany

The transition to a green and more environmentally
friendly economy (GreenTech) – encompassing social, environmental, climate and energy aspects – is
a major challenge for the modern society. Climate
change has become a reality; however, instead of
perceiving it as a challenge, it should be driven by
motivation and opportunities. GreenTech is part
of the economy offering solutions for a modern,
low-carbon, pollution free, green and healthy society
based on knowledge and technology. The transition
of the energy system is fundamental and requires
complementary measures in the economy (new business models, financial incentives, green taxes) and
in the mobility sector (mobility habits, hybrid and
electric vehicles). Technology, innovation and digitisation are slowly decentralising the energy sector,
enabling consumers to not only consume energy
but also produce it. Nevertheless, major challenges remain, such as decoupling and efficiency, with
circular economy yielding great improvements and
results.

“Green used to be an alternative;
today, it is mainstream.”
Gregor Benčina, President, Slovenijales Group, Vice president Center of Energy Efficiency Solutions, Initiator of
GreenTech Slovenia, Slovenia
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The exponential technological advances in artificial
intelligence, robotics, the Internet of Things, autonomous vehicles and biotechnology is transforming
our economies, challenging the way we live, and
reshaping our identity as human beings.

“We want to transform the societies.
There is so much appetite for change.”
Matthias Sachs, Director Corporate Affairs, Microsoft CEE,
Germany

The willingness to cope with the challenge of reinvention and adjustment to constant change caused
by digitisation and the rise of artificial intelligence
is what makes companies successful. Our brains,
our bodies, our systems are not built to reinvent but
to last; therefore, a setup should be created where
innovativeness comes out as a natural process. Constant change and disruption need to be perceived as
an incentive assisting companies to be resilient, fast
and adaptable. Problem solving, creativity and originality are considered to be increasingly important
in enhancing the employability of the workforce and
consequently the innovativeness of the economy.

“The willingness to share personal data
and the connectivity of different data
sources make the game completely
different than before.”
Gregor Pilgram, CEE & Russia Regional Financial Officer,
Generali CEE Holding, Czech Republic
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In high-speed digitisation, everything is expressed
in data, which is rapidly becoming the currency of
the future. When implemented inclusively, digitisation can tackle inequalities and social stratification
in a way that hardly anyone could have imagined
before. The debate singled out three major challenges of exploiting boundless opportunities of data to
the benefit of entire economies and the society. One
of them is securing the data, e.g. in the setting up
of G5 and in measures to mitigate these risks. The
second aspect is making sure that data is used in
a positive way, which can be achieved by applying
norms on the use of mass data, human oversight,
accountability and data protection. The third challenge is cracking down on actors who are seeking
to misuse data. This holds true especially for the
disinformation in the political space, which can be
challenged and fought only by education and awareness-raising. Nevertheless, mutual trust remains an
essential prerequisite to the use of data.

“It is the recipe rather than
the ingredients.”
Levente Juhász, Public Policy Manager, Central
and Eastern Europe, Google Poland

Artificial intelligence (AI), the “holy grail” and the
newest obsession in the technological world, has
the potential to bring about positive change, but
it also comes with challenges. AI is often seen as
science fiction, as superhuman intelligence that
can do everything better than humans, but many

#BSF2019

Data – (Re)source of the Future / Photo: Tamino Petelinšek, STA

fears are misplaced. However, the availability of
big data, cloud computing and “machine learning”
have dramatically increased the power, availability,
growth and impact of AI, consequently making it a
strategic tool, even a weapon, and the subject of a
global race. In order to outweigh potential risks, utmost attention needs to be focused on the AI future
development. Six principles put together by the EU,
especially transparency and accountability, provide
the starting point for a debate. Key implications

relate to the bias of algorithms, which stems from
the simple fact of disproportionate involvement of
women or minorities in the gathering of data sets
required to teach the AI.
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Youth as a (Future) (Re)Source

The epitome of democracy, the Slovenian National
Assembly, witnessed the opening of the Young BSF
2019. A welcome address was delivered by Mr Dejan
Židan, President of the National Assembly of Slovenia, who acknowledged the positive role of youth in
decision-making and proposed that climate issues
and multilateral cooperation take centre stage in
discussions ahead.
Mr Peter Grk, Secretary-General of the BSF, credited the youth with the ability to bring attention to
global issues. Developed as a segment of the main
Forum, the Young BSF provides the platform for
young generations to come forward with their solutions and ideas, he said.
The keynote address was delivered by Ms Katja
Geršak, CEO of the Centre for European Perspective. Focusing on the thematic framework of the
Young BSF, she stressed the importance of regional
cooperation. The Centre for European Perspective is
an advocate of such collaboration by promoting the
integration of the Western Balkans into the Euro-Atlantic organisations and by strengthening the cooperation between the Visegrad Four and the region,
she underlined.
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“Only strong, committed and
inclusive democratic youth leadership
can contribute to the process of
democratisation.”
Meliha Muherina, Young BSF Programme Director

The Young BSF Programme Director, Meliha Muherina, described the Forum as a boot camp or a survival forum featuring over 20 panels, debates and
workshops with more than 40 speakers, moderators
and workshop facilitators. She pointed to the benefits of such an interactive model for both young
people and policy-makers, stressing the importance
of regional and cross-generational cooperation. She
listed sustainable development, education, digitisation and trans-regional cooperation as the focal
points of the 9th Young BSF.

#BSF2019
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Empowering Creative and
Responsible Youth toward Better
Future

Let’s Go on a Networking
Scavenger Hunt

In partnership with the Femmes Sans Frontières
Foundation

A workshop was organised to familiarise the participants with the city of Ljubljana and to help them
develop their networking skills, which is considered
crucial to the benefits of young people’s participation in events and educational sessions.

Members of the Femmes Sans Frontières Foundation (FSF), a Young BSF partner, gathered around
the table to discuss the empowerment of young people on their path toward a better future. The panel
acknowledged youth as a cornerstone in advancing sustainable development and sought to define
strategies to mobilize the untapped potential of the
young generation.
One of the essential prerequisites of youth empowerment is a stable and safe environment that prompts
human sustainability. Intergenerational cooperation
and knowledge transfer within local communities
are the key facilitators of personal and later also professional development. Youth is able to spearhead
change due to its own innovative ideas that can
come to life in a stimulating business environment.
The world is entering a new era, not only in terms
of artificial intelligence and new technologies but
also in terms of defining knowledge. The traditional
concept of intelligence is expanding to include soft
skills, empathy, resilience, self-respect and creativity, as well as features of emotional and spiritual
intelligence focusing on the connection between the
mind and feelings.
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In partnership with Zavod Ypsilon

A group focusing on labour market assistance for
young people said that the game-approach used in
the workshop allowed the participants to get to know
each other better and to get to know all the benefits
of offline as well as online networking. Most of the
participants were already familiar with the concepts,
but the key message was that opportunities for networking exist all the time, in everyday life, be it in a
bar, at a networking event or at the Young BSF.
Participants were encouraged to take proper care of
their networks, to add new contacts after these are
established, to send feedback messages and then to
engage when opportunities for cooperation emerge.

Providing Accessible Information
for Diverse Populations
In partnership with the Slovenian Academy of
Sciences and Arts

The workshop sought to stimulate a reflection on the
effective ways of conveying information to diverse
populations, with a focus on vulnerable groups such
as migrants, and on online content design in general. A crucial point that helps organise and filter
the content is the awareness about the users, their
needs and potential barriers.

#BSF2019

The main obstacles usually include limited language
proficiency and large amounts of crucial information. As presented at the Danube Region Information Platform, using accessible language and a clear
intuitive interface to address the migrants as complex human beings who have needs that go beyond
the labour market is key to the success of digital
products and services.

“Simple, accessible content plus user
need equals effective content.”
Markland Starkie, Head of Content for GOV.UK,
UK Government Digital Service

It is paramount that the content is simple and accessible, which can be achieved by using shorter
words and sentences, the active voice and active
language. Readers tend to skim the text, look for
keywords and read around them. It is advisable to
use shorter paragraphs, headings, subheadings, bulleted lists and, notably, to structure the content in
line with the inverted period principle, which takes
into account the fact that few readers look at the
content lower down the page.

Digitisation for Boosting Youth
Sector and Education

The workshop results focused on five fields – digital competences, AI and education, digitisation in
non-formal education and youth work, cyber security
and the future of work and digitisation.
The key recommendations for digital competences
include early digital training for children, fostering
life-long learning and teacher training; as to cyber
security, the task group recommended the introduction of a week dedicated to awareness-raising of
digital hygiene; as to AI and education, the formation of a private-private partnership fully controlled
by the state and the public sector was proposed,
while a point made with regard to the future of work
and digitisation was that the latter should not be a
goal in itself but a tool to achieve higher goals more
effectively.
The panel that followed the workshop elaborated
on the policy approach that needs to tackle several
areas simultaneously – infrastructure building, content development, introducing interactive teaching
methods, providing teacher training and securing
personal equipment. The discussion addressed different approaches and opinions, focusing on the fact
that the introduction of, and adaptation to, technological change are to be handled with caution and
awareness.

In partnership with the Digital Innovation Hub
Slovenia and the Youth Council of Slovenia

The workshop required the participants to hammer
out policy recommendations related to digitisation
and education and to present it in the form of a
Manifesto for Future Digital Education as the official
result of the Young BSF event to be delivered to relevant stakeholders.
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Conflict and Cooperation in the
Mediterranean: Mare Nostrum or
Global Space
In partnership with the Istituto Affari Internazionali

The concluding session of the Young BSF and simultaneously the prelude to the main BSF event saw
a rich discussion on the complex social, political,
cultural and security-related dynamics currently unfolding in the Mediterranean. The region had gone
through a profound change, with both regional and
international players competing to reshape it in line
with their interests.
At the international level, the EU and the US remain
the principal actors, but other external actors such
as China and Russia have also become very influential. As a result, convergence and possibly joint
action between players with quite different geopolitical interests is required to help address the main
destabilising conflicts in the region.
At the regional level, the biggest tensions and the
main battle for supremacy focus on Iran on the one
hand and the Saudi Arabian-led coalition on the
other. With regard to security concerns, North Africa remains highly vulnerable, facing a wide array of
challenges such as human trafficking, terrorism, the
return of foreign fighters and migration, to mention
only a few.
International organisations have taken a backseat,
as have debates on less obviously violent issues.
In addition to refugees and migration, the region is
plagued by serious economic issues, especially high
youth employment, which harbours the potential for
all kinds of future issues, including additional radicalisation.

Conflict and Cooperation in the Mediterranean:
Mare Nostrum or Global Space?
Monday, 2 September 2019, 09.00–12.30
@Rikli Balance Hotel, Sonce Hall
Welcome remarks: H.E. Paolo Trichilo,
Ambassador, Italy
Opening remarks: Ambassador Andrej Logar,
Ambassador-at Large, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Slovenia
Adress by: Dr Ettore Greco, Executive Vice-President, International Affairs Institute (IAI), Italy
A region in turmoil: Geopolitical dynamics and
Social Change in the Mediterranean
Speakers:
Dr Djallil Lounnas, Professor of International
Relations, School of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Al Akhawayn University, Morocco
Dr Neil Quilliam, Associate Fellow, Middle East &
North Africa Programme, Chatham House, Royal
Institute of International Affairs, United Kingdom
Moderator: Dr Ettore Greco, Executive Vice-President, International Affairs Institute (IAI), Italy
Prospect of Regional Cooperation in the Mediterranean and the role of international organizations
Speakers:
Dr Ekaterina Stepanova, Head of Peace and
Conflict Studies Unit, National Research Institute
of World Economy and International Relations,
Russia
Ms Sibelle El Labban, Executive Assistant for
Research Support, Faculty of Agricultural and
Food Sciences, American University of Beirut,
Lebanon
Prof. Dr Musa Shteiwi, Director, Center for
Strategic Studies, University of Jordan
Moderator: Mr Emiliano Alessandri, Senior External Cooperation Officer, OSCE Secretariat General
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Young BSF Chat “Future of Work”

Mr Vuković opened the discussions at the 2019
Young BSF with a reflection on the future of work
in view of the ever faster technological advances.
Illustrating the exponential pace of change that is
also affecting work, he pointed out that the “radio
needed 38 years to reach 50 million consumers,
the TV needed 13 years, the printer 6 months and
Pokemon Go 19 days”.
Warning against polarisation in society as a result
of social inequalities, Vuković underlined the importance to adopt a proper and systematic approach at
all levels of society. He explained that technology
needs to be accompanied by the right organisational
capabilities and skills. The tools to leverage human
potential include changes to educational and training systems, as well as upskilling and reskilling programmes.

Young BSF Chat “Future of Work”
Friday, 30 August 2019, 16.30–17.30
@National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia
Speaker:
Mr Nikola Vuković, Partner, Boston Consulting
Group
Moderator:
Mr Mart Dekleva, Managing Director, Adriatic
Business Group

Mr Vuković firmly believes that the responsibility
to adapt to the new working environment is shared
between the individuals as well as companies and
states. When challenged with the question of the
sustainability of a profit-driven business approach,
he agreed that sustainability would absolutely require companies to do more than just pursue maximum profits, explaining that this was also part of
Boston Consulting Group’s advice.
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Let’s talk about Cross-Regional Cooperation:
WB6 and V4

The last panel of the opening day brought together
diplomatic representatives from the Western Balkans and the Visegrad Group. During the discussion,
the panellists agreed on the importance of regional
cooperation and its key benefits.
On the part of the V4 countries, Mr Beneš pointed
to regional cooperation as a tool for building trust,
overcoming historical grievances, exploiting practical effects and enabling small states to jointly pursue common interests in the global political sphere.
Mrs Duda-Kawecka added that regional cooperation
was a cornerstone of the EU. As to its quality as a
platform for addressing bilateral issues, Mr Kajan
noted that there had been a period when the V4
was the only acceptable platform for talks between
Slovakian and Hungarian officials. As to the Western
Balkans, he reiterated the need for reform and went
on to mention that Euro-Atlantic alliances perceived
several similar situations regarding the two regions.
As regards the crucial lessons that the WB6 can
learn from the V4, Ms Varju pointed to the trust that
allowed the V4 countries to tackle the hard issues
– although the wounds are fresher in the Western
Balkans, this might also apply there.

“You have no alternative – what else is
there but the EU and NATO?
Lukáš Kajan, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Slovakia

The representatives of the Western Balkan countries
– Ms Tuzović, Ms Jeremić and Mr Shqina – labelled
regional cooperation as their countries’ key foreign
policy priorities, a goal in itself rather than just a
stepping stone on the way to EU membership. Ms
38
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Tuzović noted that regional cooperation had been
vital in addressing open bilateral issues and an important element in the countries’ efforts to join the
EU, while Ms Jeremić argued that the EU integration
process for the region had been very protracted and
its dynamic too slow. All WB6 panellists acknowledged the V4 as a success story and went on to
express gratitude for concrete support to EU membership efforts of the WB6.
Let’s talk about Cross-Regional Cooperation:
WB6 and V4
In partnership with the International Visegrad Fund.
Friday, 30 August 2019, 20.00–21.30
@City Hotel Ljubljana
Speakers:
Mr Jan Beneš, Deputy Head of Mission,
Embassy of the Czech Republic
Mrs Kamilla Duda-Kawecka, Chargé d’Affaires,
Embassy of Poland
Ms Mirjana Jeremić, Deputy Head of Mission,
Embassy of Serbia
Mr Lukáš Kajan, Deputy Head of Mission,
Embassy of Slovakia
Mr Ilir Shqina, Deputy Head of Mission,
Embassy of Albania
Ms Mirela Tuzović, Deputy Head of Mission,
Embassy of Montenegro
Ms Krisztina Varju, Chargé d’Affaires,
Embassy of Hungary
Moderator:
Mr Mak Selimović, President, Bosnia and
Herzegovina Association for UN
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Youth and Euro-Atlantic Integrations of Western
Balkans and the role of V4 – Preparing Policy
Recommendations
The workshop was based on a ground-breaking
study on youth in South-Eastern Europe (SEE),
which drew on views of more than 10,000 respondents aged 14–29 in ten SEE countries in 2018.
When presenting the study commissioned by the
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Dr Lavrič pointed to the
persisting high youth unemployment rate. Moreover,
young people are mostly employed via precarious
labour arrangements, with lower youth employment
in some countries going hand in hand with higher
precariousness. Among the countries surveyed,
reducing youth unemployment along with the fight
against corruption have been persistently listed as
top priorities.
Major tendencies displayed in the attitudes of young
people are similar to democratic socialist principles modelled on the Scandinavian approach. The
perceived lack of a welfare state tends to push
youth towards populism and political extremes, to
the far left and, even more frequently, to the far
right. The survey also revealed that young people in
South-Eastern Europe are overwhelmingly pro-European, trusting the EU much more than their respective national governments.

Youth and Euro-Atlantic Integrations of
Western Balkans and the role of V4 – Preparing
Policy Recommendations
In partnership with the International Visegrad Fund
Saturday, 31 August 2019, 13.00–17.00
@City Hotel Ljubljana
Introductory remarks: Dr Miran Lavrič, Associate
professor, University of Maribor, Slovenia
Table moderators:
Ms Jana Juzová, Research Fellow, EUROPEUM,
Czech Republic
Ms Anna Korienieva, Secretary General, Model
United Nations Prague, Czech Republic
Ms Aleksandra Pikus, President, BETA Polska,
Poland
Mr Ferenc Németh, Researcher, Institute for
Foreign Affairs and Trade, Hungary
Mr Mak Selimovic, President, Bosnia and
Herzegovina Association for United Nations
Mr Juraj Hajko, Researcher and Project Manager,
The Slovak Foreign Policy Association
Ms Lilla Judit Bartuszek, Relations Team Officer,
V4SDG, Hungary
Ms Meliha Muherina, Programme Director, Young
BSF, Slovenia

The key policy recommendations made on the basis
of the study include improving employment possibilities for youth and general public welfare, stimulating international mobility and return migration,
fostering volunteer work and other forms of youth
civic engagement, strengthening the role of youth
representative bodies and improving the trust in
public institutions (fighting corruption, increasing
efficiency).
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“State of the World” with H.E. Ms María Fernanda
Espinosa Garcés, President of the 73rd session of
the United Nations General Assembly

Ms Espinosa Garcés began by expressing her pleasure in addressing so many young empowered female
participants.

nature of her work, she could see major benefits.
In her view, certain issues such as climate change
simply require multilateral and global action.

Outlining some of the current key priorities, she
highlighted gender equality, decent work, migration,
climate change, ensuring peace and security for
youth, the rights of persons with disabilities, General Assembly revitalisation and UN Security Council
reform. As for work methods, she voiced strong support for a multi-stakeholder approach encompassing
civil society, academia and the private sector.

Challenged from the audience about the relevance
of the UN in the 21st century, Espinosa Garcés
admitted that the UN is facing trust and communication issues. The UN, a human creation that is
not perfect, is going through a profound reform process, she stated, adding that the challenge was huge
and complex. Concluding with a rhetorical question
whether there is a plan B, she pointed to the responsibility of each and every one of us.

Picturing the Agenda 2030 SDGs as a road map
for the state as well as for local governments and
civil society organisations, she pointed out that the
levels of implementation and focus on priorities vary
across regions and countries. She explained that
the major challenges remain limited resources, the
capabilities of individual countries and structural
macroeconomic issues.

“We have a UN, it is our own creation,
and we need to improve it.”
María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, President of the 73rd session of the United Nations General Assembly

Ms Espinosa Garcés acknowledged the existence of
several challenges to multilateralism, but continued
on an optimistic note, mentioning that, due to the
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“State of the World” with H.E. Ms María Fernanda
Espinosa Garcés, President of the 73rd session of
the United Nations General Assembly
Sunday, 1 September, 18.00–18.45
@Cafe Belvedere, Bled
Speaker:
H.E. Ms María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés,
President of the 73rd session of the United
Nations General Assembly
Moderator: Ms Sabina Carli, Diplomat Trainee,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia
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STE ZAŠČITENI PRED
KIBERNETSKIMI NAPADI?
Vsak dan po omrežju potuje ogromna količina različnih podatkov, ti pa imajo
danes veliko tržno vrednost. Zato so podjetja izpostavljena vdorom ter krajam
in zlorabam podatkov.
Poskrbite za ustrezno zaščito in nadzorujte vsa tveganja kibernetskih
napadov s pomočjo Operativnega centra kibernetske varnosti Telekoma
Slovenije.

OPERATIVNI CENTER
KIBERNETSKE VARNOSTI
TELEKOMA SLOVENIJE
OMOGOČA VIŠJO RAVEN
VARNOSTI OB NIŽJIH
STROŠKIH.
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As the Hybrid leader, we’ve been perfecting our innovative,
self-charging Hybrid cars throughout those 20 years and
now boast an unrivalled range of stylish, responsive and
efficient Hybrid models to suit every lifestyle.
Join over 14 million Toyota Hybrid drivers.

TOYOTA.SI
48
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Average fuel consumption for Toyota Hybrid vehicles: 1.0 to 5.9 l / 100 km and CO2 emissions: 28 to 122 g / km. www.toyota.si. Toyota Adria d.o.o., Brnčičeva 51, Ljubljana.

Advancing ideas for sustainable
regional cooperation in Central Europe
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2019 BSF Core Organising Team & Volunteers / Photo: Tamino Petelinšek, STA
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SAVE THE DATE
30 August –
1 September 2020

www.bledstrategicforum.org
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