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ABOUT THE FORUM

Bled Strategic Forum was set up to expose strategic issues impacting Europe and the transatlantic community.
The forum aims to bring together top political leaders,
business executives and experts, and generate commitments for implementation of new strategies designed to
allow Europe to better use its strategic weight and space.
A further objective is to help stimulate public-private
sector cooperation in developing integrated approaches
to resolving outstanding strategic issues.

STRATEGIC CHALLENGES

At a time of soaring oil and gas prices, public concern

OF CLIMATE CHANGE

the mounting evidence of global warming gives focus to

AND ENERGY SECURITY
Leaders Panel

over our dependence on imports of energy resources and
the strategic challenge of the interdependence between
climate change and energy security.
The high and rising energy consumption continues to
increase carbon emissions further underpinning climate
change. This dire issue has to be tackled immediately –
on local, regional and global level. The ‘Bali roadmap’
adopted at the UN Climate Change Conference in De-

Ivars Godmanis, Prime Minister of the Republic

cember 2007 in Bali includes the key building blocks

of Latvia; Dr Wolfgang Schüssel, Former Federal

of a future global agreement: enhanced mitigation of

Chancellor of the Republic of Austria; Janez Janša,

climate change by limiting or reducing emissions; ad-

Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia; Dr Dimitrij

aptation to climate change; action on technology de-

Rupel, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of

velopment and transfer; and scaling up of finance and

Slovenia; Mirek Topolánek, Prime Minister of the Czech

investment to support mitigation and adaptation. Nev-

Republic

ertheless this is only the first step towards a new global
climate regime.
Global climate change mitigation also depends greatly
on the increased use of energy efficiency and renewable
energy technologies in all countries. Nevertheless the
investment in energy research and development is still
lagging behind. The issue of securing energy supply by
diversification of transport routes and energy mix also
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needs appropriate attention.
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We stand at a crossroads - decisions related to the future

ers (diversification) while at the same time formulating

right priorities in the field of energy. It is naive to think

production and use of energy will be critical. The steps of

the right answers to climate change. During its term as

that the existing energy reserves will suffice in the future.

national governments, business leaders and individuals

the EU Council president, Slovenia managed to bring

Improving living standards are causing energy consump-

taken today will determine the extent of global climate

about agreement among all 27 countries on a legisla-

tion to rise. The EU needs to look for alternative sources

change and the capacity of communities and countries

tive package liberalising the gas and electricity markets.

of energy. An essential part of these efforts must be secu-

to adapt to its impacts in the future. Can our actions

Energy security and climate change are closely related.

rity and stability of energy supply. The Czech Republic

and decisions bring about a synergy of both energy and

The EU is a role model in the world in fighting climate

is currently an exporter of electricity, but in ten years’

climate change?

change and as such is expected to play a key role at the

Carlos Watson

Janez Janša

Copenhagen conference in December 2009. The syner-

to face a shortage of energy resources, meaning that it

The Strategic Forum conference started with Leaders

gies between energy security and climate change repre-

will become even more dependent on the Russian Fed-

Panel moderated by Carlos Watson, Political Commen-

sent an incentive for structural change in the EU. Cli-

eration for energy. Nuclear energy represents a way of the

Ivars Godmanis, Prime Minister of the Republic of

tator. The strategic challenges related to climate change

mate change is becoming an increasing security threat.

future for the EU – there is no replacement for nuclear

Latvia highlighted that following the fall of the Soviet

and energy security were discussed by Janez Janša, Prime

The EU and the rest of the international community

energy. But it must firstly tear down taboos related to the

Union, Baltic countries had to get used to market prices

Minister of the Republic of Slovenia; Mirek Topolánek,

will have to invest more in renewable sources of energy.

use of nuclear energy. Currently, more reactors are being

of energy, which were up to 200 times higher than be-

Prime Minister of the Czech Republic; Ivars Godmanis,

Each euro invested in new technologies generates three

shut down in Europe than new ones are being launched.

fore. He is convinced that coal will in the future achieve

Prime Minister of the Republic of Latvia; Dr Wolfgang

to five times more jobs than the same amount invested

Nuclear energy is both cost efficient and fits into the EU’s

the same price as gas. The EU must seriously consider

Schüssel, Former Federal Chancellor of the Republic of

in technologies reliant on fossil fuels. Revenues from

vision of development. But its spread and use must be

creating a common energy policy. Progress in this area

Austria.

renewables in the EU are expected to total 14 billion

accompanied by appropriate safety precautions, which is

will also have an impact on the debate to reform the

something the Czech Republic intends to make a point

Common Agricultural Policy after 2013. If EU member

euros by 2010. This could generate 700.000 new jobs.

Ivars Godmanis

Janez Janša, Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia

Success in this field will depend foremost on the right

of during its presidency of the EU Council. The Russian

states fail to achieve the ambitious goals in the energy

stressed that a partnership in the area of energy must be

distribution of profits obtained from these changes and

Federation will undoubtedly strive to remain the key

and climate package by 2020 (lowering of CO2 emis-

dependable, meaning that it is based on mutual inter-

the transformation of the energy sector.

energy player. The latest developments in Russia’s rela-

sion, greater use of renewables, etc.) the goals will have

tions with Georgia are evidence of this. Energy security is

to be altered. He shared the view that the Copenhagen

est. The EU is dependent on foreign energy sources and
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time will have to begin importing electricity. It expects
Mirek Topolánek

on energy imports. At the same time, it is a destination

Mirek Topolánek, Prime Minister of the Czech Repub-

closely related to international political, economic, social

conference in December 2009 will be of extreme impor-

where energy suppliers want to export. The European

lic said he expected the EU to face a shortage of energy

and military security. One can expect that in the future,

tance, since the EU will seek to reaffirm its position as a

market is open and competitive. It is important for

resources in the future, thereby further increasing its de-

many energy supplying countries will themselves become

global champion in this area. A common energy policy

EU member states to expand their network of suppli-

pendence on foreign sources. The EU must set itself the

energy importers.

will have to incorporate an agreement on the mutual

5

EU-CASPIAN ENERGY

a group of countries alone – instead, this requires the
involvement of the entire international community.

CORRIDOR AFTER

This is the third year in a row that the EU is holding
substantive debates on this issue. He agreed that the EU

THE RECENT EVENTS

must define its strategic interests - these by all means include common agricultural and energy policies. Coun-

IN GEORGIA

tries that depend on energy imports spend significant
amounts of money for this. The EU spends more than
Dr Wolfgang Schüssel

Special Panel

500 billion euros a year and the USA 700 billion euros a
year on energy imports. A great deal of the EU’s energy

integration of energy markets of the member states and

imports comes from the Russian Federation and some

still (Great Britain is proof ). Another problem is pre-

its neighbourhood and provide answers for reducing

of the member states are almost wholly dependent on

sented by the storage of nuclear waste - and not only in

dependence on foreign energy sources. If the EU crafts

Russian imports of energy. As a result, they fear pressure

terms of its costs. In order to effectively utilise nuclear

a joint energy policy, a debate will have to be held on

from Moscow. The EU’s energy needs are expected to

energy, suitable and strict international standards must

whether it makes sense that each country runs its own

double in the coming 20-25 years. This is another rea-

be put in place. The future of EU energy policy lies in

nuclear plant. A common policy in this area would also

son that frozen conflicts represent a very real problem.

the coordinated use of renewables, promotion of sus-

allow the EU to be less dependent on energy imports in

Nuclear energy currently represents less than 10% of

tainable energy, and the development of a hydrogen-

case of a deterioration of political relations between the

all energy production. Even if we achieve a doubling of

based economy. This will involve extensive investment,

EU and a third country. This is something that is not

nuclear energy output, this is not nearly enough to meet

which however can bring about quick returns.

foreign to the EU - the events in Georgia go to show

our energy needs. Diversification is therefore extremely

this. Godmanis also called for more debates to be held

important. He voiced scepticism about extensive use of

on the idea floated by the European Commission to

nuclear energy. Of more than 400 nuclear reactors in

carry out auctions for energy quotas.

use around the world, only a third are internationally
checked. More than twenty countries in the world want

6

Dr Wolfgang Schüssel, Former Federal Chancellor of

to become nuclear countries, yet they lack the expertise

the Republic of Austria said that implementing solu-

and technology for this. The costs of maintaining and

tions in the field of energy does not depend on one or

upgrading nuclear reactors are very high and are rising

7

Erzurum gas pipeline. The security of this infrastructure

had neglected the frozen conflicts for too long. The in-

is particularly relevant as helps Europe increase its supply

ternational community must be made aware that failure

volumes and supply diversity. After the recent events in

to achieve compromises brings about a desire for uni-

Georgia, it is worth analyzing the EU (and US) strate-

lateral action. The existing EU policies towards Georgia

gies for the region going forward, and EU’s strategy for

(e.g. the European neighbourhood policy) fail to go far

working with Russia in the Caspian region. What are the

enough. The Union must surpass the treatment of coun-

lessons learned from the Georgian crisis and what should

tries of the South Caucasus in the context of internal

Europe do next? The panel was moderated by Borut
Borut Grgič

Grgič from the Institute for Strategic Studies.

debates on further enlargement. What is more, the EU
Dr Dimitrij Rupel

Carl Bildt

must recognise the credible interests of countries in the
region, including those of the Russian Federation. There

Giorgi Baramidze, Vice Prime Minister of Georgia and

should not be talk of spheres of interest. He stressed the

Marc Perrin de Brichambaut, OSCE Secretary General

State Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration

need for effective multilateralism.

said it is too early to speak about the consequences of
the conflict. The important thing is that the energy cor-

said that the events in Georgia have caused major changes

Giorgi Baramidze

in the security architecture in Europe. He is hopeful that the

Carl Bildt, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the King-

ridor running through Georgia remained open. A final

EU will be capable of consolidating its position and build-

dom of Sweden is convinced that the war in Georgia is

resolution of the various interpretations of the ceasefire

ing a common approach to dealing with existing threats

a watershed moment for Europe. He insisted that the

plan must be achieved in the coming weeks. The po-

and challenges, and that Russia will become a country with

Russian Federation has failed to implement the cease-

tential of the Caucasus as a key energy transport hub

fire agreement (six point plan), since it has not with-

remains unaffected by the conflict. There is therefore a

drawn its forces from Georgia. By recognising Abkhazia

collective interest among countries and companies for

and South Ossetia, it has also violated point six of the

the stabilisation of the region.

which constructive cooperation is possible. According to
him, Russian invading forces are still present in Georgia.

Ján Kubiš

Marc Perrin de Brichambaut

They are not only positioned in the zone of conflict, but
The conflict between Russia and Georgia puts at the fore-

also outside of South Ossetia. The claims by the Russian

ing of stakeholder countries (a political forum that would

crucial issue needing to be dealt with. He added that big

Sarkozy-Medvedev agreement. He stressed that Russia’s

front one of the more relevant questions in European

Federation that it intervened to assist the people of South

run side by side with the proposed donor conference for

and important countries such as the Russian Federation

intervention in Georgia had demonstrated a marked re-

Alexander Yakovenko, Deputy Foreign Minister of the

energy debate: security of supply. Europe has for over a

Ossetia are unacceptable, as it was Russia that had offered

Georgia). He said the important thing was for this to be

need to act more responsibly and circumspectly.

duction in its threshold for resorting to force. The Rus-

Russian Federation said that the hostilities were started

decade now been developing a Caspian energy strategy,

assistance to the separatists in the past.

an inclusive forum involving both the Russian Federation

sian Federation will have to live with the consequences

by the Georgian army on 7 August, while the Russian

which among other things helped secure the construction
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and Georgia. Dr Rupel highlighted the significance of the

Ján Kubiš, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Re-

of its decision to recognise Abkhazia and South Ossetia,

Federation intervened to protect the population of

of at least two major pipelines from the Caspian Sea, the

Dr Dimitrij Rupel, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Re-

conflict for energy security - the region faces an accented

public believes that the EU and OSCE should assume

which raises questions about all the borders in the post-

South Ossetia from genocide. He denied Russia was

Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline and the Baku-Tbilisi-

public of Slovenia raised the possibility of staging a meet-

feeling of insecurity that needs to be overcome. This is a

the blame for what happened in Georgia because they

Soviet Eurasia.

occupying Georgian land. Russia has implemented all

9

points of the ceasefire agreement. Only Russian peace-

security order, Georgia must be given assurances about

(even if it mirrored the solution put in place in Cyprus).

keeping troops were present in Georgia at this time. He

reconstruction and the withdrawal of Russian forces to

The partitioning of Georgia would set a dangerous prec-

claimed that Russia had obtained Georgian plans to

pre-conflict positions.

edent (Ukraine). As a third alternative, he pointed to

carry out a similar operation against Abkhazia in an op-

the use of the Kosovo model of temporary international

eration in the Khodori Gorge. The Russian Federation

Peter Semneby, EU Special Representative for the South

administration in South Ossetia and Abkhazia, which

had been seeking for a while to reach an agreement on

Caucasus said the EU’s role should focus on the stabili-

would enable the creation of a relative secure invest-

the non-use of force in resolving conflicts, but Georgia

sation of the situation in Georgia. An important factor

ment environment.

had refused to sign. Russia is prepared to implement the
sixth point of the ceasefire agreement (the launch of an

in this is a debate on the EU’s relations with Georgia
Jean Lamy, Matthew J. Bryza, Alexander Yakovenko

Peter Semneby

Zeyno Baran, Director of the Centre for Euroasian

international debate on the future of the security order

Russia. He said that time was of the essence, since the

Policies at the Hudson Institute believes that the re-

in Abkhazia and South Ossetia).

EU could not afford to see a new status quo established.

action of the EU and NATO will be a key signal to

He emphasised the need for a greater presence of in-

the other countries of the Caspian energy corridor. It

Matthew J. Bryza, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State

ternational observers in Georgia and said that the EU

would be dangerous if they were to perceive that the

for European and Eurasian Affairs, State Department,

could do more in this respect.

Russian Federation could take such measures without

USA, stressed that the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline

Jean Lamy, Head of the Sector for Energy, Transport

fearing consequences. She said it was interesting that

had remained undamaged in the fighting. He said that

and Infrastructure at the French Ministry of Foreign Af-

the conflict is taking place at a time that Gazprom is

the conflict did however halt supplies over the Baku-

fairs acquainted the participants of the activities France

attempting to connect gas from Azerbaijan and Ka-

Supsa and Baku-Batumi pipelines. The Russian Federation is violating the provision of the ceasefire agreement

Matthew J. Bryza

under which it is allowed to conduct regular patrols in
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and other countries of the eastern partnership as well as

is planning to conduct as the EU Council presidency.
These include plans for an informal meeting of EU

Dr Alexander Cooley

zakhstan onto its energy corridors. The realisation of
the Nabucco project must remain a priority for all in-

foreign ministers in Avignon on 5 and 6 September,

volved. The EU must show a special interest in this

the area around the conflict but is not allowed to set up

gia from using military force to answer days of shelling

a meeting discussing security in Central Asia in Paris

regard. She stressed that we are witnessing attempts to

and maintain regular checkpoints. He stressed that it

of Georgian villages by South Ossetian security forces

on 17 and 18 September, and an EU-Russia summit

create a coalition of energy exporters (Russian Federa-

was interesting that these checkpoints were set up near

(supported by the Russian Federation). The fact is that

planned to be held in Nice on 14 November.

tion, Iran, Venezuela, Qatar, etc) which could bring

a number of pipelines. He said that Russian charges of

the Russian Federation had in recent weeks turned down

genocide by Georgia are extremely strong and its casu-

cooperation in the existing mechanisms in the frame-

Discussing the road ahead for Georgia Dr Alexander

alty numbers have been exaggerated. Bryza highlighted

work of the UN Security Council Group of Friends of

Cooley, Professor at Columbia University said that the

that the US had tried to the very end to dissuade Geor-

Georgia. Before there can be any discussion on a future

continuation of a status quo is not a lasting solution

Zeyno Baran

Janez Janša, Giorgi Baramidze

about a rise in the prices of petrol and gas and as such
could present a real danger.
Oksana Antonenko, Senior Fellow at the Interna-
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tional Institute for Strategic Studies in London said
that Central Asian countries do not want to be in a
position where they have to choose between the Russian Federation and the West. If they were placed in
this position, they would probably opt for a third
way by turning towards the east. She said the mes-

FROM BALI TO COPENHAGEN - TACKLING CLIMATE
CHANGE WITH RE-NEW-ABLE SOLUTIONS
Panel A

sage from the recent meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation in Dushanbe should be underOksana Antonenko

stood in this context. She believes that Kazakhstan
should be involved in the mediation between Russia
and Georgia.
Professor at the University of Economics and Technology in Ankara Mustafa Aydin said that the main threat
to energy security and the realisation of the Nabucco
project is the EU, which has failed to form a common
energy strategy.

Mustafa Aydin
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The message from science is utterly clear – climate

ment? Where lie the opportunities for further improve-

real policies on climate change are being formed within

change is happening. The scenarios included in the 4th

ment and development of clean technologies and inten-

the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

IPCC Assessment Report suggest that without an ef-

sified use of renewables? And how can we best provide

Change (UNFCCC). Climate change is a global chal-

fective global climate change mitigation policy, global

financial and regulatory support to the most promising

lenge, which is why India welcomes the EU’s commit-

warming could range up to 6.4 C by 2100 compared

clean technologies in order to make them commercially

ments in this area. Both India and China are accepting

to 1990 levels. This is three to six times the temperature

competitive and economically viable? The panel was

their share of the responsibility, but a solution cannot be

increase the globe has experienced since pre-industrial

moderated by Simon Taylor from the European Voice.

brought about without a global agreement. Moreover,

times. Furthermore, approximately 20-30 percent of

14

the solution cannot be achieved in standard negotiations,
Ján Kubiš, Simon Taylor

Shyam Saran

Mei Zhaorong, Pieter Boot

plant and animal species assessed so far are likely to be

Ján Kubiš, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Re-

at increased risk of extinction if increases in global aver-

public stressed that energy independence is one of the

mate change is an extraordinary challenge which calls for

age temperature exceed 1.5-2.5°C.

priorities of the government in Bratislava. He said that

an extraordinary solution. It requires extensive coopera-

Hans Jørgen Koch, Deputy State Secretary, Ministry of

Slovakia intends to place special emphasis on the use

tion and the search for an equitable solution. Developed

Climate and Energy of Denmark echoed the view that

Scientific data has been here a while. Now it is upon

of nuclear energy, which would represent an important

countries will not be able to keep everything they have

there must be a change in the way we live. The price of

us to start delivering. Without a truly global policy re-

step in diversification of energy resources. A key prob-

achieved since the industrial revolution while preventing

energy is rising and this trend is expected to continue.

sponse, countries may be forced into reactive unplanned

lem is the definition of energy security, which should not

developing countries from making progress. All countries

The share of the economy being spent on oil (the oil bur-

adaptation, often abruptly as a response to increas-

be seen only in terms of greenhouse gas emissions. The

should be allowed access to new technologies. He pro-

den) is comparable to the 1979 energy crisis. In order

ingly frequent crises and disasters. In order to prevent

term has broader, geopolitical significance. Solutions

posed that governments, including those of developed

to provide for a better future and international security,

this from happening, policymakers last year agreed to

must therefore be found to the problems in Iran, Iraq

launch an inclusive negotiating process on a new global

and the entire Middle East. The question must be asked

and comprehensive post-Kyoto climate agreement in

about the future of relations between energy produc-

December 2009 in Copenhagen.

ers and consumers and transit countries. The latter are

realistic assessment of the efforts to deal with climate

UNFCCC in the form of additional financing that would

Agenda 21. Despite this there has been no real answer

development. Energy use in Denmark has not risen in

already forming interest groups, which is why it would

change: while everyone is aware of the reality of climate

not be considered a part of official development aid.

yet. It is high time that we make adjustments and find an-

spite of the country achieving constant economic growth.

The first panel of the day was devoted to the following

make sense if the first two groups considered reaching

change, democracy is the thing that makes it difficult to

swers to the threat of climate change. The solutions must

This has been achieved through an increase in the use of

concerns: how can technological improvements contrib-

an agreement. The relationship between the EU and the

achieve goals in this respect.

Dr Mitja Bricelj, State Secretary at the Slovenian Minis-

be found in the framework of supply and demand, while

renewables. Denmark is close to achieving a 15% share

ute to the greenhouse gas emission reductions and to the

Russian Federation will remain a very important one,

try of the Environment stressed the importance of a global

there must be a break with the Cold War mentality. The

of renewables in its energy mix, with wind and biomass

implementation of the Kyoto protocol? Moreover, what

since Russia is a partner of European countries. He add-

Shyam Saran, Special Envoy of the Prime Minister of

agreement. The facts have been known since 1992, when

key thing is for us to change our mindset and way of life

energy dominating and being competitive against tradi-

role will they play in the new post-2012 climate agree-

ed that the Democratic Convention in the US heard a

India on Climate Change Issues highlighted that the

world leaders set them out in the Rio Declaration and

while considering local needs and best practices.

tional resources. In introducing renewables, state subsi-

Ján Kubiš

where the result is the lowest common denominator. Cli-

countries, buy the required technologies, since the market is unlikely to provide an appropriate solution. A solu-

Dr Mitja Bricelj

efforts must be made to improve energy efficiency and
to raise the share of renewable sources of energy. Reducing CO2 emissions does not automatically mean curbing

tion to the issue of financing should be sought within the
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to forecasts, the respective shares will stand at 81% and

responded to Dr Singer’s presentation by saying that it

2% in 25 years from now. This suggests that no major

is essential to find a solution to climate change. Renew-

changes will take place unless there is a great mobilisation

able sources of energy will in the future present compe-

of political will. The EU’s 20/20 commitment plays an

tition to other sources (e.g. food). She believes that even

important role in this respect despite the fact that the EU

a change in diet can contribute to reducing the world’s

often fails to implement its commitments and instead in-

greenhouse gas emissions. Individual contributions play

troduces new, even more ambitious ones. He called for

an important role. Improving energy efficiency is essen-

support for a resolution on the role of biofuels in the EU,
Hans Jørgen Koch

saying that biofuels had been wrongly blamed for the food

tial in dealing with climate change and providing for
Ali Sayigh

global security. The role of science will be increasingly

crisis. Borell said the most important thing was to invest

important in these efforts.
balance on our planet. The main motive behind the

in development, know-how and new technologies.

Josep Borrell Fontelles

current climate change drive is to distort energy policy,

Pieter Boot, Director of the Long Term Cooperation and

Ali Sayigh, President of the World Renewable Energy

which is a major issue and affects living standards. The

Policy Analysis Office at the International Energy Agency

Council said that global warming was an indisputable

best sources of energy are coal and nuclear, since they

(IEA) spoke about the various strategies for combating

fact. He highlighted that in 2006, China overtook the

are capable of producing large quantities of energy while

climate change. If the world wants to slow global warm-

US as the world’s biggest emitter of greenhouse gasses.

being cheap and safe. Renewable sources of energy are

ing, it will need to develop new technologies and begin

However, he believes that developed countries should

for the most part very expensive. There is no need to de-

implementing agreed commitments. It also needs to

velop new technologies in using coal, since the existing

work on increasing energy efficiency. The right solutions

technology is both efficient and clean. He said that new

lie in the diversification of the use of energy resources,

innovations are expected in the field of nuclear tech-

including coal. He proposed the immediate construc-

not prevent developing countries from achieving growth
and progress. According to him, fossil fuels will remain

Dr. S. Fred Singer

the main source of energy in the coming 20 to 30 years.

Pieter Boot

dies are needed at first. However, in the long term, the

But renewable sources, such as solar, wind, geothermal,

is not a problem. He emphasised that 31,000 American

nology. Dr Singer believes greater energy efficiency is a

tion of carbon capture and storage facilities. The biggest

Geraldine Kutas, International Director of the Brazil-

market provides for successful implementation.

biomass and tidal energy, should not be neglected. The

scientists had signed a petition against the Kyoto Proto-

welcome thing, but not because of climate change but

and costliest challenge is transport. The solutions include

ian Sugar Cane Industry Association (UNICA) outlined

main question that must be asked is whether our inten-

col. A report compiled with the help of scientists from

rather because of the need to make energy cheap, which

Brazil’s experience in relying on diverse energy resourc-

tions are real or merely empty words.

16 countries endorses the view that climate change is a

helps to improve living standards and bolsters security.

(1) trading with CO2 emissions, (2) suitable sectoral ap-

Josep Borrell Fontelles, President of the Committee on
Development of the European Parliament highlighted

16

Annika Carlsson-Kanyama

natural process and that human actions do not play a

proaches which would set commitments in individual

es, including ethanol produced from sugar cane, which

areas, and (3) the setting of internationally adopted com-

is an important source. The use of ethanol in transport

that 79% of energy currently comes from carbon sources,

Dr S. Fred Singer, President of the Science and Envi-

role in it. This means that carbon dioxide is not a pol-

Annika Carlsson-Kanyama, Programme Manager of

mitments and agreements that would consider the rate of

was introduced in Brazil as much as 35 years ago. To-

while only 1% comes from renewable sources. According

ronmental Policy Project believes that global warming

lutant; quite the opposite, it is a prerequisite for life and

Climatools at the Swedish Defence Research Agency

development of each country.

day all cars are produced to be able to run on petrol or

17

HYDRO-CARBON ENERGY

biofuels. Biofuels are also being used to power buses,
motorcycles and planes. The use of biofuels is efficient

RESOURCES DEPENDENCY

and does not produce greenhouse gas emissions. She argued that production of biofuels does not contribute

IN GEO-STRATEGIC

to desertification and does not impact on food supply,
highlighting that the production of cereals had actually

PERSPECTIVE

increased despite the production of sugar cane (which
has multiple uses).
Geraldine Kutas

Hans van der Loo

Mei Zhaorong, Executive Director of the China Foun-

Panel B

dation for International Studies said climate change
should be tackled as part of drive to achieve sustainable
development. A balance must be found between economic growth, sustainable development and environmental protection. China has been greatly affected by
climate change. He stressed that the international community must not forget that (1) China is still a developing country, whose goal is to raise the living standards
of its people, (2) that China’s greenhouse emissions

Mei Zhaorong

per capita are still much lower than those of developed

18

Ali Sayigh, Shyam Saran

countries, (3) that China carries the burden for a large

Hans van der Loo, Head of the European Union Li-

tain and even increase their living standards. Greenhouse

chunk of global production, and (4) that Chinese au-

aison Office at Shell International said that total global

emissions depend on the efficiency of energy use and the

thorities are ascribing great importance to the fight on

daily energy consumption equals 254 million barrels of

share of carbon in the energy consumed. This means that

climate change and energy security. Progress in this area

oil. This is expected to increase significantly due to the

energy efficiency is a key factor. Efforts must be focused

requires scientific breakthroughs which will enable the

growth in the global population and the rising demand

on promoting the use of alternative sources of energy and

development and transfer of environmentally-friendly

for energy. The limitations to access of energy resources

on developing carbon capture and storage facilities.

technologies in developing countries.

will not prevent a rise in demand, as people want to main-
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The first days of 2008 were marked by the breach of

Panel B that was moderated by Ed Crooks from the

jani oil exports amounted to 173,000 barrels per day in

strive to improve their energy efficiency. The Russian

the 100$/barrel mark for crude oil causing grave reac-

Financial Times addressed issues such as: how can our

1997; today they amount to 843,000 barrels per day.

Federation is seeking to improve energy efficiency by

tion of the international community. Such continuous

economies minimize hydrocarbon dependency; which

Exports of fossil fuels have helped Azerbaijan’s economy

40% by 2020. Investments must be made in renewable

soaring prices of crude oil raise many questions on in-

are new and planned routes for pipelines in the region

to grow at 25% per year over the past three years. By

sources and more spending must go for clean energy

creasing energy consumption, concerns over energy se-

and broader; what do new trends in energy transport

the end of 2008, Azerbaijan is slated to sign a contract

technology. Russian scientists are rapidly developing

curity and the urgent need of diversification of energy

(LNG terminals) mean for diversification of resources;

with French energy company TOTAL on the develop-

technology for harnessing solar energy. The produc-

supply routes. Most of projections estimate that energy

how can regional and global cooperation on energy is-

ment of a new gas field that would be even bigger than

tion of batteries that utilise 25% of solar energy (an

demand and prices will continue to soar, with the world

sues improve security of supply for energy importers

the current biggest field at Shah Deniz. Azerbaijan sup-

set to use as much as 60 percent more energy in 2030

and security of demand for energy exporting states and

ports efforts to build the Nabucco pipeline that would

than at present. At present the fossil-based fuels remain

an increased share of natural gas as the intermediate step

supply gas to Europe from the Caspian. The existing

eration holds 16% of all gas, 12% of all oil and 14%

the world’s main source of energy despite of the ever

in reduction of our carbon emissions.

South Caucasus Pipeline (connecting Baku, Tbilisi and

of all uranium reserves in the world. Moreover, Rus-

Erzurum) could be connected to Nabucco. He added

sia believes in maintaining good relations with the key

Natiq Aliyev, Minister of Industry and Energy of the

that talks are already underway between Azerbaijan and

customers of its energy, especially because it is difficult

Republic of Azerbaijan explained that the 20 century

Turkey on the transport of Azerbaijani gas to Greece via

to move existing oil and gas pipelines. It does not op-

Renewable energies such as solar, wind, geothermal and

was extremely successful in terms of energy. In the 21

Turkey.

pose the diversification of sources. It intends to build

modern biomass are on the rise, though for the time

century, the world faces major difficulties as economic

being they do not yet provide the complete answers to

growth causes growth in the use of energy and subse-

our energy security dilemma. We cannot overlook the

quently a rise in greenhouse gas emissions and climate

fact that dependency on fossil fuels is gaining on its geo-

change. Problems will also appear in providing for the

strategic perspective. Many countries have pledged to

required quantities of food and drinking water as the

for years to come in which time the world will change

and further development of nuclear energy. For the fu-

diversify its supply routes and many projects for diverse

global population increases to 9.5 billion by 2050 and

vastly. He stressed that a solution to climate change

ture, Russia is planning to generate 20% of its energy

pipelines have been put forward. Some countries have

12 billion by 2100. The use of fossil fuels has increased

requires the involvement of all countries. The Rus-

using nuclear technology. It is also striving to promote

joined forces in such infrastructural ventures, the others

three-fold in the past 50 years. While Europe and the US

sian Federation is a signatory of the Kyoto Protocol,

the construction of nuclear power plants in develop-

decided to close bilateral deals with private companies.

contributed the most to this increase in the 20 century

but without the involvement of the USA, China and

ing countries. Russia intends to offer these countries

Either way the “race” for energy resources and supply

as a whole, developing countries such as China, India

India, all efforts are in vain. Another problem is the

nuclear fuel, which after being spent will be stored on

routes is on.

and Brazil have taken the lead since 1991. Azerbaijan

lack of agreement on a common approach to dealing

its territory to ensure that it cannot be put to use for

signed its first oil exporting contract in 1994. Azerbai-

with climate change after 2012. All countries should

military means.

pressing fact that the world’s supplies of fossil fuels are
getting scarcer by the day.

th
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improvement over the current 15% utilisation rate)
Natiq Aliyev

st

th

are in the final stage of development. The Russian Fed-

additional oil and gas pipelines only on the basis of
Alexander Yakovenko, Deputy Minister of Foreign AfEd Crooks

fairs of the Russian Federation stressed that oil and gas
will continue to be the dominant sources of energy

long-term contracts for the use of Russian energy. The
Alexander Yakovenko

EU needs energy, while Russia needs a buyer for its
energy. The Russian Federation also supports the use

21

Charles Hendry

Charles Hendry, Member of British Parliament and

This is confirmed by the forecasts of the IEA. Energy

to supply. In this mutual relationship, Russia is just as

Shadow Business and Enterprise Minister for Energy

should become of the key areas of international policy-

dependent on the EU as vice versa, since the EU is the

stressed that by 2016, 75% of Great Britain’s electric-

making. Efforts should be undertaken to strengthen

biggest buyer of Russian gas. The Russian Federation

ity production will come from gas, of which 70% will

dialogue between the producers and the consumers of

uses German and other European technology in the

have to be imported. It currently imports 28% of all its

energy. Turkey is an important transit country for ener-

research it conducts in the energy sector. Cooperation

gas from the Russian Federation, but it is striving to di-

gy due to the major oil and gas reserves found in neigh-

between the EU and Russia in all areas, not just energy,

versify both its supply sources and routes. According to

bouring countries. Turkey itself relies on energy imports

is therefore important for both sides.

Hendry, Great Britain makes only 5% of its electricity

for up to 60% of its needs. It favours the development

from renewable sources. These sources still lack reliabil-

of nuclear energy. The construction of the country’s first

ity and Great Britain will not be able to depend on them

nuclear power plant was launched this year. Its goal is

for Regulation of Hydro-Carbons highlighted that oil

in the near future. He believes however that carbon

to produce 20% of its electricity from nuclear plants

prices have gone up 80% in the past year. He is con-

capture and storage (CCS) technologies will play an in-

by 2030. Turkey is a supporter of the Nabucco pipe-

vinced that the world does not face a shortage of fossil

creasingly important role in the future. Great Britain is

line project. In shaping its energy strategy, it follows the

fuels and that reserves are sufficient for the time being.

trying to implement the Californian model which lim-

guidelines of the EU, thereby taking another step to-

Efforts must be made to increase production capacities

its CO2 emissions from thermal power plants to levels

wards EU membership.

and investments need to be made in uncovering new

emitted from comparable gas-fuelled power plants. This

Selim Kuneralp
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Rüdiger Freiherr von Fritsch

Nordine Cherouati, Director of the Algerian Authority

Nordine Cherouati

reserves. He said that oil consumption had peaked and

cannot be achieved without the use of CCS. Great Brit-

Rüdiger Freiherr von Fritsch, Director General for Eco-

is not expected to rise significantly. Given the existing

ain will need new gas terminals and other infrastructure

nomic Affairs and Sustainable Development at the Fed-

reserves, production could be stepped up. He said that

to secure the required gas supply. It will also need to

eral Foreign Office of the Federla Republic of Germany

he understands the concerns of the EU, which relies on

build additional storage facilities, since current ones suf-

believes that we are on the verge of a new industrial

three neighbouring countries (Russia, Algeria and Nor-

fice for only 12 days of supply. A key issue facing Britain

revolution. The current phase of the transition is linked

way) for its gas needs. Algeria also supports the develop-

is energy efficiency of buildings. Currently, only 40% of

to certain insecurity; however, a failure to act would also

ment of nuclear power plants. Investments in gas in-

houses in Great Britain have adequate insulation.

cause insecurity. Despite the revolution underway, fossil

frastructure are of a long-term nature, since returns are

fuels will remain indispensable in the future. Russia is

made only after twenty years, where the lifespan of gas

Selim Kuneralp, Deputy Undersecretary of the Ministry

the most important energy supplier for Germany. Sup-

pipelines is around 40 years. He emphasised the need to

of Foreign Affairs of Turkey stressed that the use of oil

ply from the Russian Federation has gone undisrupted

provide security for pipelines. He also voiced scepticism

and gas is expected to rise rapidly in the coming years.

for 30 years – not even the Cold War presented a threat

about the use of CCS technology.
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Simon Blakey

Simon Blakey, Senior Director for European Research

40% of all world gas reserves. Iran has extensive gas

at Cambridge Energy Research Associates was scepti-

reserves, but it is practically not exporting any gas at

cal about the 20/20 goals contained in the EU’s energy

the moment. Qatar has adopted a moratorium on new

package. He believes the EU will have to increase its use

exports of gas until 2011, while the export capacities

of gas to achieve these goals. Currently, only 20% of

of the Russian Federation are falling. The Nabucco

electricity in the EU is produced with gas. However, gas

project is proving to be a great enigma, as nothing is

is used by 100 million households as a means of heating.

known about who will be buying and who producing

The end result will be a greater reliance on gas, whereby

the gas. The North Stream and South Stream pipelines

natural gas and terminals for its transport will play an

will merely provide a new route for gas from existing

increasingly important role. The biggest generators of

gas fields in the Russian Federation to be delivered to

CO2 emissions in the EU used to be thermal power

Europe. Despite the large reserves, a strategy must be

plants in Great Britain and the heavy industry in East

formed for a post-gas era.

STABILIZING THE ENERGY
PICTURE OF THE WESTERN
BALKANS
Panel C

Germany. After the closure of the latter, there was a significant drop in emissions. But little has been done since
to reduce emissions, which is why the EU is not meeting its goals in this area. In fact, certain member states
are seeing their emissions rise. That is why it is difficult
John M. Roberts

to see the EU as a global leader in this field. There is no
alternative to Russian gas. Regardless of technological
progress, the EU will continue to see its needs for gas
increase if it wants to produce electricity without polluting the environment even more than it is today.
John M. Roberts, Energy Security Specialists of Platts
agrees that there is no alternative to gas. He said that
the EU needs to improve cooperation with other coun-
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tries of the Middle East, since the region accounts for
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The fast economic development of the Western Balkan

been striving for the transfer of national good practices

investments to expand even further, but modern infra-

countries requires substantial investment in the energy

to South-Eastern Europe.

structure is required for this. Investments must be both

sector. There is great interest on the part of European

rational and directed at providing energy diversity. The

investors that demand regulated investment laws and a

As regards natural gas, the region may become an im-

optimal solution would provide synergy of nuclear en-

transparent and predictable business environment. The

portant gas transit route, particularly from the Caspian

ergy and environmentally-friendly renewables. An ad-

Western Balkan region has unexplored energy potential

region. In the light of greater energy supply diversifica-

ditional nuclear power station would represent an im-

in the fields of thermal power, hydropower and other re-

tion and, consequently, greater energy security, Slovenia

portant boost to the region both in terms of energy and

newables (biomass, solar and wind energy). In order to

supports the development and building of new energy
Branimir Gvozdenović

Vilim Primorac

ensure the further development of the regional energy

facilities and transit routes. In June 2007, Slovenia was

sector, an appropriate legislative framework should be

granted the seat of the Gas Forum which meets twice

formed, the dependence on a relatively small number

a year and is aimed at discussing the measures neces-

Branimir Gvozdenović, Minister for Economic Devel-

Fatmir Besimi, Minister of Economy of the Republic

of suppliers avoided, a wide energy network established,

sary for the development of the natural gas market in

opment of Montenegro said Montenegro still has exten-

of Macedonia highlighted that the security of electricity

new energy storage facilities built, and conditions cre-

South-Eastern European countries, market transpar-

sive untapped potential in energy. Only 17% of hydro

supply is the main concern of the Macedonian govern-

ated for the operation of a market mechanism in the

ency and the creation of a predictable atmosphere for

energy sources have been tapped until now. He said

ment. The country had carried out reform in the energy

sector of trade in energy products.

new investment in natural gas transmission networks.

his country leads the region in terms of foreign invest-

sector in the 1990s, but lignite remains the main source

Panel C was moderated by Neil MacDonald from the

ment. Special attention is being paid by the government

of energy, accounting for 43% of all needs. He said the

Financial Times.

in Podgorica to investments in the energy sector. It has

development of new sources is essential. Macedonia is

drafted a development strategy and adapted legislation

opening its energy market to foreign investors for this

for this very purpose. Moreover, the Montenegrin gov-

very reason. It has adopted a legislative framework in-

In July 2006, the European Union and the South-Eastern European countries signed the Treaty establishing
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the economy. He stressed that the future of the Western
Neil MacDonald

Andrej Vizjak

Fatmir Besimi

Balkans lies in joining the EU.

the Energy Community for South-Eastern Europe. The

Andrej Vizjak, Minister of Economy of the Republic of

Contracting Parties have undertaken to implement Eu-

Slovenia made the assessment that slow but persistent

ernment is preparing tenders for the opening of a coal

clined to investments, especially those in energy sourc-

ropean energy legislation in the fields of electricity and

progress is being made in stabilising the energy sector

mine and the construction of four hydro power plants,

es. Moreover, Besimi said that the country is striving

natural gas, including environmental, technical and

of the Western Balkans. The Energy Community Treaty

while in 2009, it plans to issue licenses for the exploration

to upgrade its electricity grid, but added that this will

competition legislation referring to energy markets. The

is an important part of these efforts. He emphasised

for oil and gas. He rejected claims that the Montenegrin

have to be done in the framework of regional efforts due

implementation of the Treaty establishing the Energy

the importance of Slovenia’s South Pool Energy Project.

government was enabling the Montenegrin aluminium

to a lack of own capacities. The main challenges facing

Community and the consequent creation of a more

The Western Balkans region is achieving considerable

factory to buy electricity at dumping prices. The factory,

Macedonia in the area of energy are attracting foreign

competitive investment atmosphere was among the

economic growth, as its abundance of energy sources

he said, was paying the highest electricity prices in the

investment and promoting the use of environmentally-

priorities of the Slovenian EU Presidency. Slovenia has

attracts foreign investments. There is potential for these

region, which is hurting its competitiveness.

friendly energy resources.
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Vilim Primorac, Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade

drocarbons from abroad. Albania must work to improve

Murat Bilhan, Director of the Centre for Strategic and

and Economic Relations of Bosnia-Herzegovina said

its domestic production (especially thermal) and to bet-

International Studies at the Istanbul Kültür University

his country is also trying to attract more foreign invest-

ter integrate it with other countries. He said that Tirana

believes that diversification is the best answer to pro-

ments in the energy sector. Bosnia-Herzegovina has the

had drafted a development strategy in line with the En-

viding stability in the energy sector in the EU and SE

greatest abundance of energy sources in the region, but

ergy Community Treaty. Emphasis has been placed on

Europe. The energy sector needs diversity of sources

these cannot be tapped without foreign investments.

the expansion of energy sector (including electricity and

and water, wind and sun sources must be utilised. He

Investments are essential to overhauling outdated infra-

gas), the balancing of domestic production and foreign

believes that efforts must be undertaken to diversify

structure. The main obstacle faced by foreign investors is
the unfinished privatisation process. According to him,

imports, and better integration with the rest of the reEnno Bozdo

the stability of electricity supply and the protection of

gion. He said the treaty in question is the only tool for

the sources of supply, since 72% of all hydrocarbons
Murat Bilhan

creating a stable energy market.

Marko Kryžanowski

a general lack of supply routes. Turkey is currently not

the environment can only be tackled at a regional level.

included in any oil pipelines, although the Bosporus

Marko Kryžanowski, Chairman of the Board of Petrol

He said that the Bosnian government supports regional

Petar Stanojević, Special Adviser to the Chairman of

strait is a key route for transporting oil to Europe and

d.d. emphasised that the Western Balkans lacks unity in

cooperation to this end. He added that energy stability

the Managing Board of Petroleum Industry of Serbia

the US by sea, which poses a major ecological threat.

the energy market. In oil alone, the region is divided to

is a question whose solutions lie in the European inte-

(NIS) announced that Serbia has drawn up plans for

Efforts must be undertaken to ensure market stability

seven units (countries), each running its own small and

gration process.

the construction of an energy network that would

and a greater number of trans-national players work-

mostly unprofitable refinery. Moreover, the countries of

transform the country from an energy importer to an

ing to provide supply. This would reduce costs and fa-

the region are overly dependent on energy imports from

energy producer. Serbia’s oil and gas reserves are greater

cilitate supply.

various countries. As an example he explained that if

Enno Bozdo, Deputy Minister of the Economy, Trade
and Energy of Albania stressed that security and reliability of supply of electricity are crucial issues for the
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come from Russia, the Persian Gulf and Iran. There is

Petar Stanojević

than its needs and, more importantly, it is in a strategic
transit position. According to him, a major obstacle

Janez Škrabec

Italy were to build a system of nuclear power plants, it
Janez Škrabec, General Manager of RIKO d.o.o. high-

will no longer need energy from the Western Balkans

region and the EU. The production capacities will not

facing foreign investment is the rigid and loose legisla-

lighted the strategic position of the Western Balkans.

and the transit role of the region will diminish. He em-

suffice to meet the growing demand in the Western Bal-

tion. Serbia sees the development of its energy sector

He believes that it is essential therefore to expand and

phasised the importance for the EU of diversifying its

kans and the EU as whole over the mid term. Supply

in a strategic partnership with the Russian Federation,

modernise energy infrastructure in the region. He agreed

suppliers of energy. Moreover, he believes the member

disruptions have an adverse impact on the individual

which is planning to build pipelines that would carry

with the view that diversification of the energy sector is

states must harmonise their energy strategies. There

countries and can lead to economic, social and politi-

Russian gas and oil to the EU. Under a contract by

essential as the EU is overly dependent on energy from

needs to be a comprehensive debate on the efficiency of

cal instability. He said that Albania is facing a shortage

which Russian companies obtained a majority share in

the Russian Federation. To this end he endorsed the

production and on the dispersal of sources as well as on

of energy sources and is 98% reliant on hydrocarbon

NIS, Russia will modernise production in all Serbian

construction of a gas pipeline running from Turkey to

efforts to reduce energy use.

resources. It imports more than 50% of its needs for hy-

refineries.

the EU.
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CLIMATE CHANGE: THREAT

“What’s the point of the Security Council determin-

Solana and the European Commission was presented at

TO INTERNATIONAL PEACE

ing when to open an umbrella?” hollered a diplomat in

the spring’s European Council.

one of UN hallways last April. He was relating to the

AND SECURITY
Panel D
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historic session of the Security Council in 2007 that

In spite of the evidently growing importance of the cli-

was entirely devoted to the issue of climate change.

mate and security issue in the international community,

His views were not isolated: one can still sometimes

the question persists: is global awareness sufficiently

hear, albeit informally, that discussing the weather

high? To what extent are we prepared to tackle security-

is no real politics. Therefore, let us accentuate once

related climate threats? Do countries share the percep-

again what the scientists have been telling us recently:

tion of the consequences arising from such catastrophic

environmental degradation and the unsustainable use

scenarios? Or do some perceive it as just another policy

of natural resources may have significant social and

stunt that diverts attention from the more pressing is-

economic consequences, such as increased poverty,

sues that need to be tackled instantly, such as poverty

crop decline, hunger, water scarcity, drought, and

eradication and access to education? The panel didn’t

health hazards. These consequences aggravate insecu-

shy away from addressing these concerns. Panel D was

rity and social tensions, possibly leading to political

moderated by Stephen Castle from the International

instability.

Herald Tribune.

Climate change will not only affect distant regions in

Dr Dimitrij Rupel, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the

third countries. It also poses a threat to Europe’s natural

Republic of Slovenia highlighted that climate change

environment and nearly all sections of society, including

has global consequences and that recent storms in Slo-

the economy. Undoubtedly, the EU is in a unique posi-

venia only go to show that Slovenia is no exception.

be hardest hit would include those in the EU’s neigh-

tion to respond to the impacts of climate change on in-

The joint report by HR CFSP Solana and the European

bourhood, which could affect the stability of the EU

ternational security, given its prominent role in develop-

Commission makes for a key document in this area,

itself. Given its central role in promoting development

ment, global climate policy and the wide range of means

outlining the effects of climate change on political, eco-

and the shaping of a global policy on climate change, as

and tools at its disposal. With a view to addressing this

nomic and social security in the world. To understand

well as the instruments at its disposal, the EU has the

pressing issue, a joint report on Climate Change and

the possible impact of climate change we must follow

burden of responsibility for providing an answer to the

International Security by the High Representative Javier

the “consequence of consequences”. Regions that would

effects of climate change. Efforts to mitigate the conse-

Stephen Castle

Dr Dimitrij Rupel
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Marc Perrin de Brichambaut, OSCE Secretary General

tection of the Republic Kazakhstan believes that environ-

said that the link between climate change and interna-

mental prosperity and security are key competitive ad-

tional security is not a new one, since it had been in-

vantages. He said that environmental stability is the basis

cluded in the Helsinki Final Act as far back as 1975.

for sustainable development. It is clear that the world has

What is new, however, is the intensity of this phenom-

enough tools at its disposal to respond to climate change;

enon. He pointed to a study of a case is Central Asia,

the only question is whether we will make good and time-

where numerous countries depended on water from the

ly use of them. Bilateral cooperation is not enough; this

Central Asian mountains. The drop in rainfall and risDr Dimitrij Rupel , Stephen Castle

issue requires an effective international framework. One
Rt Hon Margaret Beckett

ing temperatures caused by climate change has radically
altered the way of life in the region and caused tensions

Marc Perrin de Brichambaut
quences and adapting to changes are the key to fighting

development strategy. This calls for greater efficiency in

between countries. He spoke positively of the assess-

the planet is obviously not a priority for anyone. She

the use of natural resources and better protection of the

ment of the UN’s development studies on the impact

stressed that climate change is already a burning issue.

environment, including through regional cooperation.

of climate change on security in Transdniestria, Central

The worst affected will be countries and regions that

Kazakhstan had proposed the creation of a Euroasian

Asia, the Caucasus, etc., which calls for the use of early

are least prepared to deal with the effects and those fac-

central group for water resources. He added that Kazakh-

warning systems and mechanisms promoting dialogue.

ing political instability. This is an issue that concerns

stan was actively participating in international efforts to

These mechanisms should be incorporated into a de-

the whole world at the same time. Water is a key issue

find a solution to climate change.

bate on the formation of an international framework for

in Central Asia, the Middle East and Latin America.

dealing with climate change. Quick action is essential

Conflicts over control and access to water have ap-

since the highest price for the passivity will be paid by

peared in the past, but are likely to intensify in the

the most vulnerable countries and regions in the form

future. The question is whether the international com-

of violent conflicts.

munity can muster enough political will and money

including in cooperation with the business community.

quences of climate change. He pointed to a number of

created? We know what we must do - the only question

to come up with a suitable answer to the impact of

In outlining the link between climate change and inter-

issues related to security: (1) do the security risks related

is whether we can muster enough political will to produce a coordinated response.

climate change. The fight on climate change must be
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Alzhan Braliev

of the priorities of Kazakhstan is to switch to a sustainable

Nexhati Jakupi

Steffen Smidt, Climate Representative at the Ministry

Steffen Smidt

of Foreign Affairs of Denmark stressed that all our efforts must be based on the understanding of the conse-

incorporated into national development strategies. This

Rt Hon Margaret Beckett, British Member of Parlia-

climate change.

national security, he said that peace can be defined as

to the EU lie mostly outside of the EU and does the EU

is a complex global issue that requires a comprehensive

ment highlighted that instead of dealing with the link

Nexhati Jakupi, Minister of Environment and Physical

peace of mind in accessing essential resources. Macedo-

face direct threats? (2) should a new way be found for

approach from all partners in the international commu-

between climate change and international security,

Planning of the Republic of Macedonia outlined Mace-

nia shares the EU’s positions on climate change.

dealing with these risks that are expected to deepen ex-

nity to bring about an appropriate solution.

those in power are more concerned with more tangible

donia’s strategy for dealing with climate change. He ex-

topics whose solution is closer at hand. The future of

plained that the strategy involved synergies at all levels,

isting conflicts? (3) to what extent do multilateral instiAlzhan Braliev, Deputy Minister of Environment Pro-

tutional frameworks need to be modified and new tools
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SOUTH EAST EUROPEAN

South East Europe (SEE) is a region rich with oppor-

debate by stressing that the SEE now faces the challenge

energy resources in the region. He said the obstacles to

MARKET: INVESTMETN

tunity and potential. South East European countries

of deciding on a path for development since the reforms

investment include the legal framework, which is anti-

are experiencing significant improvements in terms

of the past were often imposed under the pressure of

quated and complex, the length and lack of transpar-

of reforms, economic growth and foreign investment

emergencies. He believes that the basic requirements for

ency of tender processes, restricted access to the market,

and have made strong progress in the recent two de-

growth are political stability, clear rules and transparent

limited information and research in the energy sector,

cades. Among the major advantages of the SEE region

laws and fewer barriers to free trade, as well as develop-

the strength of political interests, and a lack of modern

as investment destination are the significant size of the

ment of new infrastructure and regional integration. He

country risk assessment mechanisms. He is convinced

market, highly skilled and qualified labour force, good

noted that there is a large shortage of electricity in the

AND INTEGRATION
PERSPECTIVE
Night Owl Session

productivity and competitive costs, bilateral agreements

SEE, especially in Albania, the Republic of Macedonia

for mutual promotion and protection of investments,

and Kosovo, but that there is also a high risk of a drop

processes, research activities should be promoted, and

bilateral treaties for avoidance of double taxation, etc.

in FDI in the region. Fumagalli pointed to mistakes

risk evaluation methods brought into line with interna-

that the region needs to avoid in order to be more effec-

tional standards.

shaping of a legal framework and the drafting of tender

Some 80 participants of the Bled Strategic Forum 2008

tive in attracting FDI; uneven conditions for investors,

gathered for the Night Owl session. They agreed that

a lack of industrial policy on the part of the EU and

Astrid Dolak, Regulatory Affairs Manager at OMV

the South East European Market (SEE) has important

the regional governments, and a lack of transparency in

Gas & Power, noted that full deregulation of national

investment potential, especially in the energy sector, but

public infrastructure tenders. Even where clear rules are

gas markets set down in European Directive 2003/55/

that various obstacles still impede foreign direct invest-

established, he is convinced that they are not enforced

EC has helped create a competitive internal gas mar-

ment (FDI). They highlighted that the region needs to

during selection of bidders. The time frame is not re-

work on the investment climate and business environ-

spected nor is the reliability of the investor considered

ment and that a key condition for attracting foreign in-

in the selection.

vestment is the availability of suitable and accessible in-
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that various international players should help in the
Aldo Fumagalli

Anton Papež

ket in the EU. The requirements of the Energy Community Treaty extended the EU acquis communautaire
in the field of energy to the region, thereby creating a
stable and predictable legal framework for investors. She

frastructure services and their adequate regulation. The

Anton Papež, Chairman of the Board of Interenergo

stressed that there is a growing demand in the region

debate was moderated by Mr Vojislav Stevanović of the

d.d., admitted that there are many investment oppor-

and that the existing systems are neither well developed

Ekonomist magazine from Serbia.

tunities in the SEE. Robust economic growth has been

nor integrated. The best way for attracting investment

causing the energy needs of the region to grow. He

in her opinion is by creating an open market where in-

Aldo Fumagalli, Honorary Chairman of Business Ad-

noted that there is a lack of investment in the power

vestors are encouraged to invest and to meet custom-

visory Council for South Eastern Europe, opened the

sector and that there are many hidden and untapped

ers’ demand. She believes the liberalisation of the mar-
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AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH

ket and development of a sound legal and regulatory
framework needs to be facilitated and that governments

Breakfast Presentation

should provide political support for new investments,
where priority should be given to FDI. She said that
rising gas demand in the region should be met with the
help of the Adria LNG and Nabucco projects.
David Benedek, Senior Director and Head of DiviAstrid Dolak

sion for Financial Markets and Group Treasury at NLB
Group, outlined the perspective of the South East European market in banking. He highlighted that the
banking sector differs somewhat from other industries
because it is heavily regulated. But regulation is a key
requirement in his opinion. Benedek said that much
depended on the development of local financial markets
and the restoration of trust in the financial systems of
the region, where investors have had bad experiences in

David Benedek

the past. But he stressed that restoring trust is a lengthy
process. In his words, the banking sector has received
the most FDI of all sectors in the region- in fact, this

Stanko Cvenkel
the coming years, subsequently driving growth in GDP.
This represents a huge potential for growth and will attract new foreign investment.
Stanko Cvenkel, General Manager of Energetika Sava
d.o.o., stressed that the substitution of fossil fuels for
alternative sources of energy represents a major opportunity for SE Europe. He pointed to biomass as one of
the possible alternatives and stressed that it is high time
for action in this regard.

volume of FDI is probably not sustainable in the long
term. He said that clients were expanding into the region. There is great interest in SEE banking markets because of the double leverage effect, namely the strong
economic growth combined with increasing banking
penetration. According to some projections, the pen-
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etration of the banking sector will continue to grow in
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The Breakfast Presentation “An Inconvenient Truth”

and stressed that generalisations should be avoided in

statements of her fellow panellists and said the world is

was opened by Vida Ogorelec Wagner, Director of

discussing climate change. The concern of society should

playing “Russian roulette” with the environment. She

Umanotera and volunteer of The Climate Project. She

not be only that of environmental issues, but also of en-

urged extreme caution and immediate action in pre-

presented a condensed version of Al Gore’s slideshow

ergy security, the preservation of industry and the jobs it

serving the environment in order to avoid the worst-

based on the documentary film “An Inconvenient

provides. He suggested that a global price for CO2 emis-

case scenarios.

Truth”. The slide show examines the views of science

sions should be included on the consumer side of the

on climate change and outlines the perceived conse-

equation, with a possible solution being a CO2 charge
in value added tax. He stated that policy-makers should

quences of climate change if human-generated greenhouse gas emissions are not cut significantly in the

The debate subsequently intensified as Dr Singer chal-

Vida Ogorelec Wagner

avoid picking “champions” among renewable technolo-

lenged Vida Ogorelec Wagner on the scientific evidence
Dr Žiga Turk

near future. It is aimed at refuting critics who say that

gies and highlighted the example of biofuels. The min-

negative side effects of tobacco smoke. They then dis-

global warming is unproven or that warming will be

ister also criticised consumerism for being a cause of

cussed a cheque Dr Singer supposedly received from

insignificant.

much pollution by leading to the production and sale of

Exxon Mobile, which prompted him to deny that he

many goods that society does not really need.

was sponsored by the American company. Dr Singer re-

Playing a central role in the film is the study of annual
In the other response to the presentation, Dr S. Fred

ways of lowering the price of energy instead of focusing

based on the analysis of ice core samples from Antarctica.

Singer, President of the Science and Environmental

on the environmental issues.

The film also discusses the possibility of the collapse of a

Policy Project labelled the presentation “very persuasive,

ca, which could raise global sea levels by approximately

Dr Žiga Turk and Dr S. Fred Singer

iterated that the world’s main concern should be finding

temperatures and CO2 levels for the past 650,000 years

major ice sheet in either Greenland or in West Antarcti-

Paul Kaye

6 meters. Moreover, it warns that if all the ice currently
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of the damage caused by global warming as well as the

to anyone who does not know the science”. He said that
he had already conveyed this to Gore. He argued that

Dr S. Fred Singer

climate change is not man-made and that the phenom-

The moderator then accepted a question from the floor.
Anika Carlsson Kanyama argued that a specialist from
the IPCC should be present at the debate for it to be

present in the world melted, sea levels would rise by as

Responding to the presentation, Dr Žiga Turk, Minis-

enon known as global warming is merely a natural cycli-

He also expressed his support for the use of coal rather

relevant and fair, and called upon the organisers to pro-

much as 76 meters. Ogorelec Wagner also highlighted

ter without Portfolio responsible for coordination and

cal process, which is why there is no reason to be wor-

than natural gas, saying that it is cheaper, widely avail-

vide for this. Andreja Dolničar Jeraj, Programme Direc-

examples of global warming in her local environment –

monitoring of the implementation of Slovenia’s Devel-

ried by the current warming trend. According to him,

able and supplied by politically stabile countries.

tor at the Centre for European Perspective responded by

the glacier on Mt Triglav, where Slovenian skiers used to

opment Strategy and the economic and social reforms

findings of the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-

train year round, has now almost melted. The presenta-

stressed the importance of fact-based science, which

mate Change) support this theory. Our main concern

Vida Ogorelec Wagner was given an opportunity to

sentatives to the event, but nobody was available due to

tion was ensued by a lively debate, moderated by Paul

should not in any way mislead. He voiced scepticism

nowadays should be finding ways of lowering the price

reply to Dr Turk’s and Dr Singer’s views. She rejected

their participation at a conference in Geneva.

Kaye, Editor of ENDS Europe.

about the contents of Ogorelec Wagner’s presentation

of energy instead of focusing on environmental issues.

scepticism regarding climate change evident in the

explaining that the organisers had invited IPCC repre-
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ECOLOGICALLY

Nowadays companies and organisations face unprec-

The participants of the round table focused on the cur-

CONSCIOUS BUSINESSES:

edented challenges related to energy and the environ-

rent state of ecology in various domestic and foreign

ment. In a time of extensive competition, they have

companies, outlining the potential risks and challenges

to cut their production costs whilst at the same time

faced by these companies. The questions focused on by

facing a scarcity of resources and strict environmental

the panellists and participants revolved around argu-

standards. Business is therefore increasingly driven by

ments for and against environment-friendly activities as

the urgent need for protecting and nurturing the envi-

a way of the future. What is the main reason for com-

ronment and awareness is growing among companies

panies to run an ecological business? Do environmental

of the importance of environmentally-friendly produc-

issues actually make for a new business opportunity?

tion. Even consumers have become more aware that

Are companies ready to assume responsibility for the

price and appearance can no longer be the sole criteria

environment? What is the role of the state? Is the green

for deciding on whether to buy a product and that a

potential of companies utilised? The discussion was

product’s impact on the environment should be an im-

moderated by Paul Kaye, Editor of ENDS Europe.

THE WAY OF THE FUTURE
Round Table Discussion

Paul Kaye

portant factor.
Charles Feinstein, Sector Manager for Energy for Europe
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Ecologically conscious business means that companies

and Central Asia at the World Bank, pointed out that the

not only make products of environmentally-friendly

main reasons companies run ecological businesses are mar-

and recyclable materials but that they also use environ-

ket opportunities and regulatory mechanisms. The main

mentally friendly technologies to make them. Often

role of a state in promoting ecologically conscious busi-

when a company improves the efficiency of a product

ness is to lead by example, to set clear and consistent en-

or the production process, this has benefits for the envi-

vironmental goals, and to involve public stakeholders in

ronment. But such improvements require investments.

monitoring and reporting how to meet these goals. Fein-

This presents a major challenge, especially for compa-

stein warned that the Kyoto Protocol is not a good example

nies of the Western Balkans, who face the prospect of

of setting clear, consistent and long-term environmental

having to implement EU rules in this area. A large share

goals. In his opinion, an important barrier to the spread of

of companies from the region currently do not comply

many energy-efficient technologies is the failure to estab-

with European environmental laws.

lish a substantive and constant price on carbon emissions.

Charles Feinstein
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Biljana Weber, General Manager of IBM Slovenia and

technologies are the key for a sustainable future. The

on altering the behaviour of every individual and also

South-East Region, stressed that progressive companies

reinforcement of electrification in commercial and resi-

society as a whole.

no longer perceive ecological awareness as a statutory

dential sectors, introduction of electric vehicles, pro-

requirement, but rather as a chance to grow. One of the

motion of greater efficiency of thermal power plants,

Nina Štros, Greenpeace EU policies campaigner in Slo-

key factors influencing companies in achieving greater

promotion of renewable energy and of nuclear power

venia, pointed out that an increasing number of com-

social responsibility is undoubtedly their consumers.

plants are all included in the Japanese strategy for reduc-

panies recognise that existing business practices will not

They have become more sensitive to the question of

ing emissions.

lead them to the desired ecological results. She admitted

whether companies return a sufficient portion of their
profit back to the community, including in terms of

that many companies are going green and are investing
Biljana Weber

Dr Sulejman Redžić, Full Professor and Manager at

Dr Sulejman Redžić

in efficiency and renewables. However, the question is

dealing with issues such as climate change and the pro-

CEPRES – Centre of Ecology and Natural Resources

how many companies are thinking of a wider, long-term

tection of the environment. Socially responsible busi-

of the Faculty of Science at the University of Sara-

climate change governance framework that will extend

nesses provide the only strategy leading to long-term

jevo, explained that an ecologically-minded business

beyond the initial cost cutting measures caused by high-

economic growth. This will ensure that the line between

encompasses all actions that generate a profit based on

er energy prices.

environmentally responsible companies and those who

ecology. In his opinion, countries in transition, such

currently do not follow this path will sooner or later be

as Bosnia and Herzegovina, require urgent „ecologisa-

erased, since there will be no other option for a com-

tion of policy and politicisation of ecology“ in order

pany but to operate with social responsibility in mind.

to implement development programmes and key proj-

In terms of its development potential, we could say the
green potential is still “young”. Its time is yet to come,

Ichiro Fukue

ects.

since we talk about its potential and therefore also the

Dr Zdravko Špirić, Scientific Director of OIKON –

growing possibilities it presents.

Institute for Applied Ecology, stressed that sustainable

Nina Štros

Dr Zdravko Špirić

development represents a major global challenge and
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Ichiro Fukue, Executive Vice President of Mitsubishi

an imperative for the whole world. The main driving

Heavy Industries, stressed that Japan is currently work-

forces of sustainability include dialogue and co-opera-

ing out the best strategy for reducing CO2 emissions.

tion between business, government, science, the media,

The government’s plans for reducing CO2 emissions

the public and NGOs. The answer to this challenge is

are expected to create new business opportunities. New

know-how. The fulfilment of ecological goals depends
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SELECTED KEYNOTE

INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS

SPEECHES

Dr Dimitrij Rupel, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Slovenia and the Chairman
of the Bled Strategic Forum

Honorable Guests, Prime Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Friends,
Welcome to Slovenia, and welcome to the third Bled
Strategic Forum! It is my pleasure and privilege to open
our Forum, which has became a prominent international event. For the third consecutive year, our conference
brings together heads of states and governments, ministers, heads of international organizations, business leaders, international policy experts, members of the press
and the diplomatic corps, private sector leaders and civil
society.
We meet in this beautiful environment not only to talk
about pressing international issues and exchange ideas,
but also to think beyond our traditional views, transcend
our limitations and act accordingly. Our job here is to
test the limits and produce new ideas, which we can translate into practice in the future.
It gives me particular pleasure to stand here before you
today, as the Bled Strategic Forum will try to bring answers to one of the most pressing questions of our times,
namely: how do we channel our imagination, ingenuity and entrepreneurship into creating a low carbon and
prosperous world, free of dependence on fossil fuels and
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yet connected as never before?
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We are faced with an impending shortage of the sources

synergy for the future – a future where climate and en-

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, whose

of energy. And we are, at the same time, confronted with

ergy go hand in hand.

important work was recognized by the award of the Nobel

the environmental consequences of our actions. Because

Peace Prize, presented its authoritative findings: global green-

Prime ministers, Mr Topolánek and Mr Godmanis,

Janez Janša, Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia

Ministers, Excellencies

Mr Schüssel,

of our way of life, the complexity, the diversity of our

Immediately after the leader’s panel we will continue our

house gas emissions due to human activities have increased about

lives, everything we know, everything that we have tak-

debate on the recent events in Georgia (South Ossetia and

70% between 1970 and 2004. Our current understanding of

Ladies and gentlemen,

en for granted, suddenly looks contingent. Indeed, the

Abkhazia) and the Russian Federation. Those events repre-

the problem and the high risks involved leaves no option for

The very first Bled Strategic Forum had an almost prophet-

struggle against climate change is a struggle against much

sent a new challenge to the Common Foreign and Security

any responsible policymaker but to act.

ic title: Caspian Outlook 2008. I remember our discus-

of what we have become, a struggle against some of our

Policy of the EU as well as they have put security of energy

most fundamental urges, needs and expectations.

supply at the centre of preventive security policy.

Distinguished guests,

sions were optimistic. Two years on, the crisis in Georgia
During our EU Presidency, energy and climate change

has proven our optimism slightly wrong. Tomorrow, the

were put on the top of European political agenda. Between

French Presidency is holding an extraordinary European

Title of this years Forum, ‘Energy and Climate Change:

Tomorrow, our discussion will focus on climate change as

January and June 2008 we have stated the following count-

Council. I particularly thank members of the European

Si.nergy for the Future’, is a very special conundrum indeed.

a threat to international security and energy picture of the

less times and will do so again: it is high time for the real re-

council who nevertheless took time to join us here.

In a sense, we are stepping back into the future: two years

Western Balkans. We also plan to address two extremely

naissance of environmental and energy policy. Economic,

Let me also express my warmest welcome to all partici-

ago we discussed “Caspian Outlook 2008” and almost

interesting and connected subjects: solutions for tackling cli-

political and humanitarian pressures resulting from rising

pants of the third Bled Strategic Forum.

predicted today’s crises. Today we can declare with utmost

mate change and solutions for hydro-carbon energy resources

energy prices can not be ignored.

conviction that energy and climate change are the ultimate

dependency.

topics of future international politics. And most impor-

Two years ago, we established that “political stability is
Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,

necessary for developing the Caspian region into a reli-

In conclusion of each session, we will ask our panel mod-

It is my great pleasure to announce to you the next speaker,

able energy partner for Europe”. All actors in the region

erators to present major issues and differences, and suggest

Prime Minister of Slovenia H.E. Janez Janša – and other

should bear in mind that fostering reliable energy part-

Ladies and gentlemen,

some common points and policy recommendations on the

the members of the leader’s panel: H.E. Mirek Topolánek,

nerships is a two-way path.

This year’s Forum is divided into three parts, with some

basis of the discussion taking place in their respected panels.

Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, H.E. Ivars God-

tantly, they demand our immediate attention and action.

free time provided for individual meetings. The first
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manis, Prime Minister of the Republic of Latvia, and Mr

There is a lot of talk about Europe’s dependence on ex-

part begins today, immediately following the Opening

Excellencies,

Wolfgang Schüssel, Former Federal Chancellor of the Re-

ternal energy sources. It is often heard that the oil pros-

Address given by the Prime Minister of Slovenia, H.E.

Allow me to stress once again: today it is time to act about the

public of Austria.

perity of our suppliers reflects our own energy vulner-

Janez Janša. The first panel is pegged to address climate

future. Climate change and energy supply are undoubtedly

change and energy security as strategic challenges; leaders

one of the major challenges facing the humankind. We run

Honorable Guests, welcome to Bled and I wish you all a

of the equation. Europe is also a destination to which

will present their views on how to achieve a sustainable

the risk of undermining the future for coming generations.

pleasant stay!

energy suppliers want to export.

ability. We should not, however, forget the other side
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As they do, they enter one of the worlds’s most dynamic,

In the case of the climate and energy package, it proved

low-carbon society, while others talk about the third in-

Our success will also be measured by how we distrib-

disappear. On the contrary: we will have to adapt to the

competition-driven markets. We Europeans are used to

easier to agree on the goals than the means. The Slove-

dustrial revolution.

ute the benefits of this transition. The Industrial Rev-

changes in our climate.

being innovative in finding ways and means to meet de-

nian Presidency inherited a very ambitious agenda. The

mand. Lack of alternatives does not stay unchallenged

timeline and principles were yet to be determined. The

Whatever we name it, its impact will be deep in a wide

world population, largely concentrated in Europe and

Dear friends of the Bled Strategic Forum,

in such an environment: “Necessity is the mother of in-

conclusions of the March European Council gave the

range of policies. The report of the EU High Represen-

North America. Emerging Asia, with another third of

Let me conclude by wishing you all a very pleasant stay

vention.”

EU a solid basis for reaching tangible solutions before

tative and the European Commission called climate

the world population, has made significant progress in

in Slovenia. I hope for inspiring discussions and a suc-

the end of the European Parliament’s term. This chal-

change a multiplier of security threats. Transition to low

the last decades. Now the last third of humanity needs

cessful third edition of the forum.

The sense of urgency is strengthened by the so-called

lenge will keep the French and Czech Presidencies very

carbon production is needed to avoid a major drop in

help to catch up. It is our responsibility to assist them in

Thank you very much.

“resources crunch”, the result of demographic pressures

busy. I can assure you, Prime Minister Topolánek, that

the standard of living in the developed world and the

terms of financing and transfer of technologies.

and the impact of emerging economies. The most fun-

Slovenia will be a constructive partner.

loss of hope in developing economies.

I believe that the developed world is making a histori-

olution improved the standard of living for a third of

damental challenge to the way we fuel our economies
and support our way of life is posed by climate change.

cally, right decision to start giving up environmentally
EU solutions will be crucial for the success of the con-

On the other hand, timely responses will unlock huge so-

damaging energy sources. It will take some time, of

ference in Copenhagen. During our Presidency, we got

cio-economic potential. Each euro we invest in renewable

course, before we can fully rely on the new generation

Ladies and gentlemen,

first-hand experience of the EU’s role in striking a global

energy technologies creates 3 to 5 times more jobs than

of sources. We should therefore continue to make the

Europe is preparing to extend its range of energy sourc-

agreement. Climate change is on the agenda of each and

fossil fuel generation. The industry of renewables in the

best use of existing emission-free technologies, includ-

es and to develop a sound response to climate change.

every dialogue with global partners. The expectations in

EU is expected to generate 14 billion euros in earnings

ing nuclear.

Slovenia was in a unique position in the first half of

European leadership run very high. The EU represents

and more than 700,000 jobs by 2010. By 2050, renew-

this year to observe and facilitate that process. Energy

hope for nations as distant as the Caribbean, whose very

able energy is projected to provide nearly half the primary

Ladies and gentlemen,

security and climate change were at the very top of the

existence will also depend on the new regime.

energy, and 70% of the electricity produced within the

Bled enjoys a very special position. Forces of nature have

EU. Several million new jobs are expected.

formed an idyllic glacier lake with an island in the midst

agenda of our EU Presidency.
Ladies and gentlemen,
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of spectacular mountains. On an August Sunday it is

It was towards the end of our half-year term when the

The synergy between energy security and climate change

What we are looking at is a level of change comparable

Member States reached a broad agreement on a legisla-

offers a strong incentive for structural change in Europe.

to the Industrial Revolution. A study in the United

tion package aimed at liberalising the gas and electric-

Similar to the first stage of European integration, en-

States shows that a tenfold increase in labor activity was

Last September, Slovenia was struck by one of the most

ity markets. From the position of an honest broker, we

ergy holds the key to transformation. Our generation

achieved between 1830 and 1955. Comparable increase

severe weather disasters in its recent history. This sum-

managed to close the deal, which aims to improve en-

has a responsibility to launch this transformation and

in carbon productivity has to be reached three times

mer, we were not spared from heavy storms either. An

ergy security in Europe.

a chance to set its course. Some call it transition to a

faster if the global goals are to be met by 2050.

inconvenient truth is that these events will not simply

easy to forget how brutal these forces of nature can be.
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Mirek Topolánek,

Light or dark? Freedom or dependence?

who most assuredly knew what he was talking about. Are

Here, then, I will draw on my professional expertise

rope? Our distribution networks are overloaded (al-

we capable of admitting this trend? Can we assess these

while trying to keep my own leash as short as possible.

though I should add that the Czech system still has

Europe is facing an energy shortage. Not today, perhaps,

threats properly? Are we in a position to confront these

The combination of these two professions gives me a

sufficient capacity). Many European countries import

but most definitely tomorrow. My aim in making such a

threats? Just what sort of energy policy does Europe have

better understanding of Sakharov and the relationship

electricity, primarily to meet their growing needs. But

strong statement is not in any way to align myself with

– is there any? How do we intend to make sure there is

between energy and freedom. Or more precisely, in his

also as a consequence of wind plant outages. While

the dire predictions of the Club of Rome, the delu-

enough cheap, safe and – preferably – clean energy for

concept, nuclear power and European freedom.

these failures have been limited so far, the fact that the

sions of the Malthusian doomsters or the apocalyptic

us and the generations to come? Are we sufficiently con-

scenarios put forward by various environmental move-

scious of all the energy challenges and, more importantly,

I will start with the policy on energy. Ostensibly we

they are joined up, we could see a knock-on effect, es-

ments regarding imminent resource depletion. On the

the geopolitical, foreign-policy and security risks (most re-

have such a concept. There is the energy and climate

pecially if we focus all our efforts on raising the share

contrary. Potential resources are and will remain plenti-

cently post-Georgia), and do we have our priorities right

package, one of the fundamental components of the

of renewable sources. And if we fail to remember that a

ful. Nevertheless, Europe is exposed to a – literally –

in this respect? I will try to answer these questions. It is

current EU agenda. This package is constantly being

general increase in installed capacity is essential to cope

gloomy scenario where you flick the switch and nothing

up to you to decide to what extent your countries have

honed and supplemented. But isn’t something essential

with energy consumption swelling even in the face of

happens. Not as a result of any hypothetical depletion

found an answer to these issues and to what degree this is

missing from it? Isn’t it missing an absolutely candid,

the need to make savings. Assuming, that is, that the

of resources, but as a consequence of explicit errone-

reflected in the European energy policy.

unambiguous answer to the question: what will happen

standard of living will go up – energy consumption and

when you flick the switch? And what will happen in 10

the maturity of civilization are, despite any savings, in

years? 50 years?

direct proportion. All savings do is reduce the angle of

Prime Minister of the Czech Republic

ous recent and present policy-making, on account of the
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European networks are undersized means that, when

policy of appeasement, submission to the fad of ‘gamely

You may not be aware that I initially pursued a career

combating’ global warming, and egotistical efforts run-

as a power engineering specialist. But I am also a politi-

ning counter to nature and the world order. I would add

cian. While this situation makes my job easier in some

I have an uncanny feeling that the whole of our Euro-

that I do not call into question the validity of environ-

respects, in others it is more complicated. It is easier

pean energy policy is built on the implicit assumption

With this in mind, our energy concept requires a rela-

mental protection.

in that I know what energy experts want from politi-

that ample energy is assured. And that all we have to do

tively fundamental review. Obviously, emission cuts and

cians. They want the same as anyone else – for politi-

is set ambitious targets, regulate, cut emissions, increase

the search for savings and new resources must still be

In the absence of adequate energy resources, Europe is fac-

cians to keep their noses out of expert matters. On the

the proportion of renewable sources, and so on and so

pursued. Along with new substitutes and technologies.

ing the prospect of dependence on volatile, despotic and

other hand, my position is made more difficult by the

forth. As both an energy specialist and a politician, I tell

However, it also needs to be stressed that ensuring our

expansionist suppliers and regimes. Europe, then, is at

knowledge that politicians need to keep energy experts

you that is naïve, foolish and dangerous.

citizens have sufficient energy is highest on the agenda.

risk of losing or compromising its liberty. Incidentally, the

on a short leash. Politicians cater to artificial environ-

relationship between energy and freedom was vividly de-

mental demand and are typically prisoners of populism

Has our energy concept taken on board the threat of

plicit commitment. It is all very well to set fixed targets

scribed many years ago by the Russian academic Sakharov,

and the pressure exerted by the green business brigade.

rolling blackouts of the kind already witnessed in Eu-

for the share of renewable sources and for emission re-

the growth line.

We must transform this implicit assumption into an ex-
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ductions up to 2050, but it would be more expedient

the Sudetenland, the Prague Spring, and the Russian – I

Bratislava and Prague take turns to host Nuclear Power

Nuclear energy is consistent with the principle of con-

It is a long-accepted truth that Europe has an unhealthy

to start by determining the basis of energy production

beg your pardon, Soviet – occupation. When it comes

Forums for unprejudiced debate on the pros and cons

sideration for the environment. A normal power station

dependence on supplies of energy-producing materials

that will be used to calculate these shares. The primary

to oil and gas, there are no coincidences.

of this energy source. That the moratoriums imposed in

with a capacity of 1,000 MW consumes approximately

from Russia and the Middle East. The latter is a volatile

various EU Member States are being reviewed.

two millions tonnes of coal, or oil, in a year. To produce

region. Moscow, for its part, takes delight in playing –

the same amount of power from biomass we would have

on an increasingly frequent scale – the energy card and

premise in our considerations, then, must be the safety,
stability and long-term sustainability of supply.

My country is relatively rich in coal reserves. Nevertheless, there can be no disregarding the fact that any plan

That said, it will be a long time before the seeds of opti-

to consume short rotation coppice from an area of close

exploiting oil and gas as a tool in its superpower, neo-

This brings me to another issue: ensuring that sufficient

to expand mining operations is hampered by a serious

mism can flower. The nuclear power industry has been

to 300,000 hectares (equal to a tenth of all arable land

imperial aspirations.

resources are made available. We know that consump-

political problem, in that we promised our citizens that

devastated by years of political discrimination. Structur-

in the Czech Republic). Or we can extract a mere 28

tion is on the rise. In the Czech Republic, the conser-

we would respect binding coal-mining limits. There is

al, technological and engineering capacities are lacking.

tonnes uranium ore from the ground.

vative estimate (assuming 100% exploitation of the

also the environmental issue here that coal-fired power

We do not have enough specialists. After all, who would

potential for savings and huge investment in renew-

stations, no matter how clean, always generate emissions.

study a field in which there are no prospects? Also, the

Give me a choice between the different sources of energy

tricity distribution template to the management of gas

able sources, and life under the thumb of the European

This exerts positive pressure on clean coal technologies,

respite now afforded to nuclear power remains more or

and as a civilized person I will opt for the one which best

distribution. Whereas electricity is a commodity ob-

Commission’s stark, stringent binding targets) puts this

gasification research, carbon storage, and so on.

less on a verbal level. We are still in a situation where,

exploits the potential concealed in its matter. Until we have

tained from numerous sources and can be transmitted

every year, more reactors are being decommissioned

controlled thermonuclear reactors, that choice will obvi-

to the customer in many ways, gas can come from only

than constructed in Europe.

ously fall on nuclear power. I am not into burning bushes.

a handful of potential suppliers, and you can take your

growth at one per cent per annum. For the time being,

European energy policy: the attempt to apply the elec-

the Czech Republic is in a position to export electricity,

We are mindful of the fact that renewable sources do

but we too will be facing a power shortage after 2015.

not resolve the problem in most EU Member States.

We are capable of calculating how long our fossil en-

Czech potential in this field is not much more than ten

I am convinced that in the EU we must count on nu-

If we accept nuclear power into the fold as a key el-

ownership unbundling as originally proposed can only

ergy will last. Especially with regard to domestic coal

per cent. So where does that leave us? Given the cur-

clear power. Simply because there is no alternative. Un-

ement of the energy mix, we will guarantee citizens

mean one thing: not more freedom for customers, but

reserves, as it would be suicidal to increase our reliance

rent state of technological progress and achievable natu-

less we want to risk street riots when blackouts become

ample cheap energy for many years to come. And we

greater dependence on the Russian state-controlled gas

on Russian oil and gas, particularly in the wake of the

ral resources, all we have is nuclear power. Cheap, safe,

the norm, when you flick the switch but remain in the

will smooth the way for our other priorities: emission

monopoly. In all probability, this juggernaut would take

events in Georgia. In my mind, the combination of

clean energy for thousands of years into the future. For

dark.

reductions and greater energy security.

over definitive control of those few distribution routes.

the unjustified reduction in oil supply from the Rus-

me, nuclear power is the path of freedom and indepen-

sian Federation to my country, the airstrike against the

dence!

pipeline during the Russian attack on Georgia, and the
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This, incidentally, reveals another of the cracks in the

pick of one – or two at most – gas pipelines. Pushing for

This may already have happened. And I am not being
The use of nuclear power dovetails with European val-

This brings me at last, but not finally, to the third issue,

ues. It encourages freedom, because it provides us with

which relates to risk and priorities: the safety and sus-

hysterical.

sabotaging of the Turkish pipeline by separatist rebels

I am pleased to see that the EU’s nuclear taboo has

independence. Unlike other sources, nuclear fuel can be

tainability of the energy industry. This is also one of the

So far, we have seen several situations where the flow

is no coincidence. I don’t believe in coincidences. We

been broken. That nuclear energy is now regarded as

imported from safe countries which also happen to be

themes we would like to place firmly on the EU agenda

from the taps has deliberately been reduced to a trickle

Czechs can point to Munich, the forcible secession of

a prospective carbon-free, low-polluting source. That

our allies.

when we hold the presidency.

as a warning to one country or other. The Georgia case,
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however, has set a dangerous precedent. It shows that

the significance of transatlantic ties is borne out. Our

I know that, in my direct and indirect answers to the

Ivars Godmanis,

Climate change and energy is currently one of the central

Russia will stop at nothing – including military action

economic and political interests are identical to those

questions I tabled, I have created further new question

Prime Minister of the Republic of Latvia

issues for the political debate in the EU and globally. Cli-

– to achieve and consolidate its energy monopoly. We

of the US and Canada. Our ability to ensure the pros-

marks that we will not be able to discuss today. They

mate change is not only environmental but also economic

will discuss the Georgia issue in more detail tomorrow;

perity and safety of our citizens, as well as to improve

are wide of this conference’s objective. I do not in any

prerogative. This is best demonstrated by the need for a

energy clearly isn’t the sole reason for Russia’s response

life and secure peace elsewhere, is closely linked to the

way want to raise the spectre of the apocalypse I warned

common European response to combat climate change,

to the Georgian–Ossetian conflict. Nevertheless, it

existence of adequate energy. At the same time, the hun-

against in my introduction. It is not my intention to

achieve greater energy security and provide abundant en-

is manifestly obvious that the efforts geared towards

ger for energy-producing materials is rising unabated.

increase tension between Russia and the EU. There is

ergy at a competitive price for citizens and businesses.

the secession of Abkhazia from Georgia pursue a clear

Countries that used to be net exporters are becoming

enough of that already. I have simply tried to place a

objective: to take hold of a strategic territory through

importers – China, India, Indonesia and Brazil. This is

relatively wide European debate into a broader context

Let’s look at the facts:

which Caspian oil and gas flows to the whole of Eu-

a total population running into billions of people. And

and force us all to think about climate changes and en-

‒ World temperature is rising and the last eleven years

rope.

pressure on market monopolization is increasing. There

ergy security from a rather different perspective than is

has been speculation that a gas organization along the

usual for standard European discussion. I am using one

‒ The EU’s energy import dependence is on course to

Our worst fears are materializing here. Clearly, it is in

lines of OPEC will be formed, incorporating countries

of the last opportunities before the Czech Presidency to

jump from 50% of total energy consumption today to

our common interest to finally reach a consensus on the

such as Russia, Iran, and Venezuela…

present my true opinion, undistorted by the duties of a

65% in 2030. In Latvia this is already the case today.

moderator and compromiser. It is an eminently Czech

‒ Oil prices have raised six fold in the past seven years.

European position towards Russia. The events unfold-
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appear to be the ten hottest since records began.

ing in Georgia are, in part, a test of the EU’s integrity,

All these trends are a sign that we need to coordinate

and – as I have attempted to imply – European interest

capacity for action and unity. Any separate attempts to

our approach. We need to look for a way to cut our

to move our discussion from artificial problems to real

We need new policies to face a new reality. Policies which

secure national supplies, so far generally made by nu-

dependence on regions that cannot be trusted. One

problems, to bring us from climate dogma back down

maintain Europe’s competitiveness protect our environ-

merous countries on the basis of agreements with Rus-

possible solution, as I have mentioned, is nuclear

to earth and its more worldly problems. So, in the fu-

ment and make our energy supplies more secure.

sia, consequently compromise the security of the Com-

power. Others could be innovation and quests for new

ture, what will happen when we flick that switch? Light

munity as a whole. This also underscores the fact that

technologies. Nevertheless, these are prospects for the

or dark? Freedom or dependence?

energy security is linked to security in general.

near or more distant future. Here and now, we are

Europe must lead the world into a new, we could say

faced with the issue of finding a political solution. A

post-industrial revolution: development of a low carbon

The best policy to safeguard the stability and security of

solution that will counter the imminent security and

economy and such transition from our point of view

supply is a policy leading to stability and peace across the

energy crisis. I believe that the EU, in liaison with the

must be embedded into technological change and scal-

world. Our absolute priority in the context of the EU’s

US and Canada, has the potential to deal with these

ing up of innovative solutions in climate change mitiga-

external policy must be to find stability. Once again,

threats effectively.

tion technologies.

European context vs global
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Very urgent is a point on the need to de-couple eco-

fer to developing world, so the fast growing economies

cess to allowances by ETS operators across EU, particu-

resources (or RES), agricultural production for food

structural choice for more renewable options to mitigate

ergy is cheapest option among all energy-use alterna-

nomic growth from consumption of energy resources

can take on board more efficient technologies, we have to

larly in new Member States.

and optimal soil fertility, and land use. Areas at risk of

greenhouse gas emissions, transport emissions has certain

tives. The biggest negawats source is housing sector.

and carbon dioxide (or CO2) emissions to avoid further

show it works here in enlarged European Union.

organic matter decline will have to be identified so that

physical limitations at the local scale, therefore European

Historically inefficient housing sector of new member

climate change can be taken into account in measures

wide measures has to be introduced involving car produc-

states is well known, but this is problem also for old EU

environmental degradation and the unsustainable use of

Renewable energy

natural resources. De-coupling process should be con-

The main challenges for GHG emission reductions is

designed to reverse unsustainable trends.

ers to deliver more efficient cars to the market and provide

member states. For Southern Europe energy efficiently
in turn is cooling issue which is energy intensive.

sidered on a broader scale (as it is required by the prin-

Energy sector and greenhouse gas emissions

finding right balance between climate policy, security of

We are not convinced about genetic modified organisms,

possibilities for consumers to move away from fossil alter-

ciple of sustainable development): economic growth

New climate and energy package has mapped out the

energy supply and competitiveness.

but, at the same time, targeted action is needed on build-

natives. First generation biofuels will not solve the prob-

has to be de-coupled not only from the consumption

way to reach ambitious 20% target. For the Baltic coun-

ing codes and methods, and climate-resilient crops. It’s

lem. We need cost-effective second generation biofuels and

We have to improve existing building codes and advance

of energy resources, but from consumption of natural

tries it will require serious investment into energy infra-

For the Baltic context: the closure of current Ignalina

important to keep into mind that agriculture will face

step further to efficient plug-in hybrids and hydrogen.

green public procurement. But even more, we have to

resources in general, as the problem of climate change

structure to ensure base load power production as part

NPP that is scheduled to happen in 2009 is a turning

many challenges over the coming years such as interna-

and energy security is closely related to all the most im-

of European emission trading scheme and address emis-

point for the Baltic energy system. And it is a challenge

tional competition, further liberalisation of trade policy

Speaking about hydrogen technologies, Latvian scientists

and consumers to appreciate voluntary standards for low

portant sectors of the national economies.

sions in non-trading sector as well.

how to make a step from the energy system that is cen-

and population decline. In this context, the potential im-

are of opinion that the benefits of hydrogen do not de-

energy or green housing and with long term perspective

tralized, not flexible has negative impacts to environ-

pact of the possible increase of biomass for energy and

rive from its greater life-cycle efficiency but rather from

on cost-savings bring closer notion of climate change and
energy as win-win solutions for everyday life.

go also beyond building codes by supporting business

Greenhouse gas emission reductions should not be made

European emission trading shall be very important and

ment to the energy system that would give priority to

also food production on the global food supply should be

prospect of using hydrogen to exploit clean zero-carbon

at the expense of economic development, but should

efficient instrument. Although Latvia is not in full agree-

renewable energy sources and efficiency. We have to ad-

assessed more serious. The policy tools of climate change

energy supply options. The only sources of zero-carbon

foster it. Financing the climate change mitigation mea-

ment with allocation principles for 2 trading period,

mit that distributed power from renewable sources in

mitigation should not become controversial to climate

or near-zero-carbon for hydrogen production are:

Energy efficiency is important for energy production

sures should aim for de-coupling economic growth and

in the new period starting with 2013 we support 100%

Latvia may not solve the problem for short term, so we

change adaptation tools. That is a question on finding

(1) biomass (converted to hydrogen through gasification

and transmitting as well. We have to promote high ef-

greenhouse gas emissions as only low carbon economic

auctioning for power sector. It will avoid any “wind-

will have to look into efficient fossil option as well.

balance between agricultural land-using, forestry land-

or pyrolysis and reforming); (2) fossil fuels (converted

ficiency heat and power production. Latvia currently

development will stay competitive in the future envi-

fall profits”, will not unduly punish early investments

using (remember that forests are the main sinks for CO2

to hydrogen through gasification and gasification/re-

produces 20% of total consumed electricity in high

ronment. At the same time diversification of energy re-

in energy efficient power infrastructure and stimulate

Carbon market will make considerable influence on

approval) and land-using for biomas growth.

forming) with CO2 capture and sequestration; and (3)

efficient cogeneration process. There is till capacity to

sources help this low carbon economy to develop in a

quicker transition to low carbon energy production.

energy triggering more feasible options for renewables

extend it to distributed generation of natural gas district

more sustainable, secure, and cost-effective way.

However, the Directive should provide clear guidance to

particularly in biomass heat sector, therefore increased

Transport

renewable energy (dedicated intermittent sources converted to hydrogen through large scale electrolysis).

heating and commercial enterprises.

the Commission about the key auction design elements

demand for biomass will become central issue for sus-

In non-trading sector (besides international aviation which

For the Europe in line with further limitation of domes-

that minimize allowance price volatility, guard against

tainable agricultural practice, sustainable forestry and

will be part of emission trading scheme starting with 2012)

Energy efficiency

Public support

tic greenhouse gas emissions the core attention must be

bidder collusion, and mitigate the potential for market

wood processing industry.

we will have to deal with fast increasing emissions from

This is politically one of the highest priorities. It is low

We need well informed public to make sustainable deci-

given to development of new technologies and scaling up

manipulation. One of the main auction design element

We all have to seek the right balance between biomass

transport sector. In Latvia transport is the only sector

hanging fruit to reach in short term highest ambitions

sions on energy use. Historically we are used to cheap

of implementation. In order to ensure technology trans-

must be non-discriminatory and clear safeguarding, ac-

production for increasing the share of renewable energy

which emissions exceeds 1990 level. If energy sector has

of climate and energy policy. Negawats or not used en-

energy and it did not motivate business and public to

nd

57

very expensive, the countries (maybe regions) could co-

tion for carbon constrained world and I hope that we

operate mutually. Risks concerning climate change and

together can give very meaningful input in addressing

its management have been included into Latvia’s “Na-

this global problem.

tional Security Conception” (2008). Adaptation should
be integrated into sectoral policies by:

Considering the high costs of policy inaction concern-

Honourable guests,

AT LUNCH

lunch is ahead of us, I will try to be brief. Nevertheless,

Andrej Vizjak, Minister of Economy of the Republic

ing climate change impacts, there is an urgent need for

of Slovenia

It is an honour to address you here today, however as
my intent is to address the key field of the European
Union policies today – and that is energy. I have had
intense experiences recently, heading the Energy Min-

1) concrete amendments into legal acts, policy planning

continuity in international agreements setting long-term

documents, motivated to predict climate change risk

binding targets for greenhouse gas emission reductions

Slovenian Presidency of the EU, so let me share some of

management into all levels, including private com-

after Kyoto Protocol. This will provide governments and

my views and experiences here today.

panies;

business community alike with a strong signal to invest

isterial Council of the EU for six months during the

choose better energy efficiency. Wider use of renewables

2) development of distributed energy generation in or-

in low carbon technologies and other greenhouse gas re-

Energy was one of the key priorities of the trio Presi-

will require readiness for public to pay the costs. Renew-

der to avoid risks of extreme climate events (power

duction measures as well as risk management concern-

dency – that is Germany, Portugal and Slovenia. The

able energy is not only produced megawatts but a num-

production closer to energy source and consump-

ing direct climate change impacts.

renewal of the EU energy policy started already in 2006

ber of co-benefits like employment, tax returns, regional

tion closer to production of electricity)

development.

Adaptation to climate change

but has gained wings with the presentation of the Stra-

3) new policy tools (such as public-private partnership

tegic Energy Review at the beginning of 2007 by the

based insurance system) elaboration and establish-

European Commission. The landmarking Spring Euro-

ment;

pean Council 2007 has set the EU countries on a path

Adaptation to climate change (closely related with di-

4) integrated assessment procedures;

of achieving sustainable, secure and competitive energy

saster prevention, preparedness, response and recovery)

5) improvement of territorial and spatial planning;

sector in the near future. Our work has been hard and

is closely linked with such questions as development,

6) elaboration of digital information models in differ-

challenging, as the work of our predecessors. Slovenia

migration, welfare (inter alia, energy security). As ad-

ent scales (for example, for flood territories and for

has during its Presidency focused mostly on advancing

aptation is an issue mainly based on security concept,

other risk modeling);

the negotiations on the legislative packages within the

risk management related to climate change (concerning
national countries` security and civil protection mecha-

Closing remarks on a way to
Copenhagen next year

nisms with a focus more on prevention, early warning

For summarizing, I would like to say that climate change

and preparedness. As usually early warning systems are

and energy is two parts of one coin. It is win-win solu-

floods, storms, droughts, etc.) should be included into
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Council. Notably, there were two legislative packages
that required our efforts:
‒ the third liberalisation package on internal energy
market, proposing key changes in the electricity and
Lunch was sponsored by HSE d.o.o..

gas sectors as well as novelties in the regulation area;
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‒ and the climate and energy legislative package, aim-

the option allowing for an Independent Transmission

proposals that address both reduction and trading of

is continuing to work hard also under the French Presi-

ing towards the achievement of ambitious sustainable

Operator. Another element of the compromise concerns

emissions as well as stimulation of the use of renewable

dency. Many activities of the past and future presiden-

energy goals by 2020.

investments by third countries. The Council believed

energy. The Slovenian Presidency has lead the initial

cies are also oriented toward the external energy policy

that it needs to be ensured that the issue of third country

political and expert discussions on the whole package

and Slovenia has put a lot of emphasis on Energy Com-

Next to that, we saw another dossier as being of im-

control of networks is addressed in a non-protectionist

and has achieved at the Spring 2008 European Council

munity. I firmly believe that this institution has already

mense importance in achieving change in our way of

way which guarantees that these companies respect the

meeting an agreement on the ambitiousness and main

contributed a lot in easing up the process of reforms

living, and that was the Strategic Energy Technology

same rules that apply to EU undertakings.

principles of the package, including the call for an early

that the governments of the region have to make in their

agreement by the end of 2008. By this the EU is and

national energy policies. It is of vital importance for the

Plan. Realizing the potential and the importance of new
and low-carbon technology it was our goal to shad as

The future agreement on this dossier will be an impor-

will stay at the forefront of global actions to mitigate

EU and the region to create a constructive cooperation

much light as possible on this issue.

tant step forward for the competitiveness of the Euro-

climate change effects and address the transition to a

in this are.

pean economy, for securing the necessary investments

low-carbon future of the world.

Let me say a couple of more words on the further de-

and the development of European energy infrastructure

velopment of the internal energy market. In September

and for enhancing energy supply security. It is therefore

The last will only be possible through a new industrial

milestone in the global trends and will redefine our rela-

the Commission adopted five legislative proposals in re-

of key importance not just to the energy sector, but also

revolution, and with this my attention turns towards the

tions with our global partners.

sponse to the European Council’s call which called for

to the overall European economy. Next to that, a libera-

third important field of our Presidency work. The Stra-

separation of activities, the enhancement of regulatory

lised and regulated market can enable the implementa-

tegic Energy Technology Plan was set to sparkle debate

powers, the cooperation between transmission system

tion of the climate legislation and can therefore support

and action in the field of energy research and develop-

operators and greater consumer protection.

the achievement of the set climate goals. I am glad to see

ment. I am proud to say that we have achieved unani-

that Slovenia has contributed greatly to this end.

mous ministerial counclusions at the February Energy

After intensive negotiations between Member States
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Dear guests, I am convienced that our efforts will lay a

Thank you.

Council, outlining the principles and actions that the

and with the Commission the Energy Council reached a

By saying this, I can also share a couple of thoughts on

EU is willing to take towards its new technological fu-

broad agreement in June on the essential elements of the

the second important legislative package – that is the

ture. Let me leave no doubt that in my believe the tech-

package, covering all five legislative proposals. The most

Climate and Energy Package. The aim of the legislative

nology is the pillar of any climate change policy.

important element of the compromise relates of course

proposals is of course to reach the 20 % reduction of

to the effective separation of production and supply ac-

CO2 by 2020 and the 20 % share of renewable energy

To conclude, the Council of Energy Ministers has

tivities from network operation. Next to the proposed

in the overall consumption, including 10 % of biofuels

worked hard during the time of the Slovenian Presiden-

ownership unbundling Member States agreed also on

target. The Commission has brought forward complex

cy in establishing the renewed EU energy policy, and it
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Chairman Rupel,

But this future can only come about if we act to ad-

of developed countries, middle income and emerging

Ladies and gentlemen,

AT DINNER

Prime Minister Topolanek,

dress the twin challenges of climate change and energy.

economies.

This grave discrepancy between historical responsibility

Prime Minister Godmanis,

Quite simply, the world needs an energy revolution

Former Chancellor Schüssel,

that will help anchor global economic and social trans-

Yet the countries most immediately affected by climate

Mayor Janez Fajfar

formation.

change remain the least developed ones. In fact, the

Asha-Rose Migiro, Deputy Secretary General,
United Nations

Excellencies,

and impact obliges us to share the burden as a matter of
ethics and equity.

poor who have contributed the least to climate change

Thus, in addition to transforming their own economies,

are the ones who are suffering the most.

developed countries also need to assist developing coun-

Ladies and gentlemen,

This transformation requires measures that dramatically

I am delighted to join you today for this timely conver-

increase energy efficiency in buildings, vehicles, and ap-

sation on the strategic challenges of climate change and

pliances. It entails greater use of innovative technologies

For instance, on average, 1 person out of 19 in a de-

energy security.

that can help capture and store at our power plants. It

veloping country will be hit by a climate disaster, com-

requires renewables such as wind, solar, nuclear, and sus-

pared to 1 out of 1,500 in an OECD country. Most

Development is inextricably linked to energy supply.

As you know better than anyone, humanity’s current

tainable biofuels. And it needs to be underpinned by rig-

people in rich countries can adapt to the change with

Access to energy means access to development. The en-

path to growth has become increasingly unsustainable.

orous standards and regulations.

little effort – by adjusting heating and cooling systems

ergy needs of developing countries are vast.

tries with financial and technological resource to pursue
a low-carbon development path.

or putting in place flood defenses.

A multitude of pressing crises, from food and energy
prices to the devastating impacts of climate change, are

But beyond an overhaul of energy sources, this revolution

sounding the alarm that the old economic development

demands major changes in life styles, in our day-to-day

But if an impoverished farmer in Malawi loses her crop

an additional 45 trillion US dollars are required for the pe-

model is no longer feasible. It has become increasingly

habits, and in the way we pursue urban development.

due to drought, she is likely to go hungry. If a slum

riod 2010 till 2050 to achieve energy sustainability while

dweller living in Port-au-Prince loses his hut in cyclones,

halving existing emissions levels. A majority of this new

where will he go?

investment will need to be made in developing countries.

clear that our carbon-intensive economies cannot continue to deliver – we need a new path to prosperity.

The developed world is well placed to embark on the

The International Energy Agency estimates that, globally,

needed energy revolution and economic and social
This new path has to be sustainable, and it needs to be in-

transformation. But to succeed on a truly global scale

Similarly, increased frequency of droughts in Africa

In emerging economies, combating climate change will

clusive. After all, one of the greatest failures of the recent

requires an unprecedented amount of international co-

means that women are walking greater distances to

involve massive shifts in investment patterns in a huge

decades of prosperity is that it largely bypassed the bot-

operation in which every country does its part regardless

fetch water, often ranging from 10 to 15 kilometres a

range of sectors, spanning power generation, industry,

tom 40 percent of the world’s population, some 2.6 bil-

of its developmental stage.

day. This confronts women with personal security risks,

waste, transport, agriculture and forestry.

keeps young girls out of school and imposes an immense

lion people in all. Fortunately, we collectively have both
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the resources and the know-how to chart just such a path

After all, nearly all the heat-trapping gases accumulated

towards a sustainable, prosperous and inclusive future.

in the atmosphere can be attributed to the activities

physical burden.

In many of those sectors, the lifetime of capital stock
can be 30 years or even more: investment decisions
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taken today will therefore affect the world’s emissions

Looking ahead to the December climate change con-

recycle our buildings, rather than tearing them down

We have also played a catalytic role in providing and

profile for many years to come.

ference in Poznan – and to Copenhagen in 2009 – we

and rebuilding. The greening of the Headquarters is an

leveraging financial and technical support towards the

must push ahead with negotiations for a comprehensive

essential, as well as symbolic, step in our mission to pre-

implementation of multilateral decisions in this regard.

post- 2012 agreement.

serve our planet for succeeding generations.

Furthermore, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

The challenge is magnified by the fact that total investment in physical assets such as power plants is projected
to triple between 2000 and 2030.

Change, co-hosted by the World Meteorological OrAs a baseline, we need to set greenhouse gas reduction

More broadly, both the Secretary-General and I have

ganization and the UN Environment Programme, has

goals for 2050 in which every country participates. But

made it a personal priority to work with Member States

been a tremendous source of scientific information re-

We need to make sure that these investments are di-

we also need leadership from developed countries in

to ensure the Organization plays its role to the full.

flecting a range of expertise and geographical diversity.

rected, as much as possible, towards sustainable options

setting ambitious medium-term reduction targets for

These issues that we are gathered here to examine are

It has served as a basis for multilateral agreements, nota-

instead of unsustainable emission pathways.

2020.

just the kind of global challenges that the United Na-

bly the Framework Convention and Kyoto Protocol.

tions is best suited to address.
At the same time, we must also acknowledge that devel-

These will be crucial for driving the technological

oping countries have a right to development.

changes and market transformations that are needed

I am gratified by the universal recognition that the UN

There is a unique opportunity before us. For the first

for a total transition of our economies into low or zero-

climate process is the appropriate forum for negotiat-

time in decades, fighting climate change and attaining

carbon economies.

ing future global action. We will continue to spare no

energy security share a common bottom line. By invest-

effort to assist Member States in ensuring a successful

ing in greener growth, we can promote development,

outcome to the Poznan and Copenhagen processes.

generate jobs, spur technological innovation, ensure en-

Thus, our answer to fighting climate change and meeting the energy security challenge cannot shortchange
these countries’ legitimate energy needs.

We simply have no more time to lose. Recent economic

Friends,

ergy security and address climate change.

studies have confirmed beyond doubt that the cost of
Instead, we have to help developing countries access

delayed action far outweighs the price of early action.

clean energy through sharing of existing know-how and
technologies and supporting technological development

There is no alternative to collective action! We need to

at an unprecedented scale.

act now and act forcefully. I for one am in no doubt that
if we fail in this task, history will judge us harshly.

And we need to provide the poorest and most vulner-
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The United Nations family can proudly celebrate its
accomplishments in the global fight against climate

This is our moment to seize the day – let us grasp it

change.

together.
Thank you very much.

The Organization has, and continues, to facilitate intergovernmental negotiations to enhance global coopera-

able nations the financial resources they need to adapt

We in the United Nations are working on this under-

tion through the UN Framework Convention on Cli-

to the impacts of climate change.

standing. The very act of renovating our New York

mate Change process.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Headquarters is a statement about climate change. We
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Slovenia; Gregor Krajc, Deputy Director, Government Office for European

European Commission in Slovenia; Conor Long, Deputy Director, Department

Republic of Macedonia; Dušan Janjić, Coordinator, Forum for Ethnic

H.E. Rita Kieber-Beck, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Principality of

Affairs of Republic of Slovenia; Marko Kryžanowski, Management Board

of Foreign Affairs, Ireland; Tomislav Lukić, Adviser to the Federal Minister,

Relations, Serbia; Veroslav Janković, Executive Director, Victoria Group,

Liechtenstein; Gabriela Klaudova, Chief of Cabinet, Office of the Prime

Chairman, Petrol d.o.o., Slovenia; H.E. Ján Kubiš, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Federal Ministry of the Environment and Tourism, Bosnia and Herzegovina;

Serbia; Diana Janse, Counselor of the Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Minister of the Czech Republic; H.E. Rimutis Klevečka, Ambassador, Embassy

of the Republic of Slovakia; Selim Kuneralp, Ambassador, Ministry of Foreign

Magnus Lundberg, Chargé d’affaires, Embassy of Sweden to the Republic of

Sweden; H.E. Janez Janša, Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia;

of the Republic of Lithuania to the Republic of Slovenia; Elvin Klobas,

Affairs of the Republic of Turkey; Valentin Y. Kunev, Manager, Balkan and

Slovenia; Neil MacDonald, Balkan Correspondent, Financial Times; Lorenzo

Dušanka Jeknić, Chargé d´Affairs, Embassy of the Republic of Montenegro to

Executive Director, Centre for European Perspective, Slovenia; Prof. Dr Rajko

Black Sea Petroleum Association, Bulgaria; Dr Oktabetz Kurt, Honorary

Maina, Managing Director, Adriaplin d.o.o., Slovenia; H.E. Kamilan Makson,

the Republic of Slovenia; Runar Jensen, First Secretary, Royal Norwegian

Knez, Dean, Faculty of Law, University of Maribor, Slovenia; Jasna Koblar,

Consul of the Republic of Slovenia to the Republic of Austria in Vienna;

Ambassador, Embassy Malaysia to the Republic of Slovenia in Budapest; Prof.

Embassy to the Republic of Slovenia; Ana Ješe, Consultant, Pristop d.o.o.,

Secretary, Government Office for European Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia;

Geraldine Kutas, International Adviser to the President, Brazilian Sugar Cane

Dr Marjan Malešič, Vice Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of

Slovenia; Marko Jesenšek, Dean, Faculty of Arts, University of Maribor,

Hans Jørgen Koch, Deputy State Secretary, Danish Energy Agency; Mojca

Industry Association; Barbara Kvac, Project Manager, Focus, Association for

Ljubljana, Slovenia; Franci Malis, Head of Development and New Media,

Slovenia; Peter Ješovnik, Director, Public Agency of the Republic of Slovenia

Kodrič, Administration and Research, Embassy of Japan to the Republic of

Sustainable Development, Slovenia; Marko Lacković, Key Account Manager,

BTC d.d., Slovenia; Igor Mally, Government Office for European Affairs of

for Entrepreneurship and Foreign Investments; Amud Johansen, Royal

Slovenia; Robert Kojc, Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning of the

Huawei Technologies, Croatia; Igor Lakota, Ministry of Environment and

the Republic of Slovenia; Rasim Mammadov, Chief of Staff, Ministry of

Norwegian Embassy to the Republic of Slovenia; Andreja Josifovski, President

Republic of Slovenia; Filip Kokalj, Project Manager, KIV d.d., Slovenia; Dr

Spatial Planning of the Republic of Slovenia; Patrick Lambert, Director,

Industry and Energy of the Republic of Azerbaijan; Branko Marđetko, Sales

of the Board of Directors, Makpetrol a.d., Macedonia; Ilze Juhansone,

Robert Kokalj, Head of Economic Diplomacy Division, Ministry of Foreign

Executive Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation; Jean Lamy, Head of

Manager, Litostroj Steel Ltd, Slovenia; Milena Marega, Director, Regional

Undersecretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia;

Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia; Iakovos Kollaros, First Secretary of Energy

the Section for Energy, Transportation, Infrastructures and ICT, Ministry of

Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe, Slovenia; Adrian

Nikolay Jurjevič Uljanov, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Slovenia in

Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Greece; Stanislav Koprivšek, Technical

Foreign Affairs of the French Republic; Christina Lassos, Managing Director,

Alexandru Mares, IT Manager, S.N.G.N. Romgaz S.A., Romania; Mirko
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Marinčič, Chairman of the Board, Elektro Ljubljana d.d., Slovenia; Matej

Chamber of Commerce of Azerbaijan; Franko Nemac, Director, Energy

Adviser, Government Office for European Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia;

Sulejman Redžić, Full Professor and Manager, Center for Ecology and Natural

Marn, Head of European Union Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

Restructuring Agency, Slovenia; Eftychia Nestorides, Director, Energy for the

Domen Petelin, Adviser, Government Office for European Affairs or the

Resources of the Faculty of Science, University of Sarajevo, Bosnia and

Republic of Slovenia; H.E. Shigeharu Maruyama, Ambassador, Embassy of

Athens Water Supply and Sewerage Company, Greece; Carlos Neves Ferreira,

Republic of Slovenia; Aleš Peternel, Secretary, SNNK-WPC, Slovenia; Ilze

Herzegovina; Janusz Reiter, Ambassador for Climate and Special Envoy for

Japan to the Republic of Slovenia; Roland Marxer, Director of the Office for

President, Diplomatic Institute, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Portugal; Naum

Petersone, Adviser to the Prime Minister of the Republic of Latvia; Dr Ernest

COP 14 UNFCCC, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland;

Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Principality of Liechtenstein;

Nikolovski, Attaché, Embassy of the Republic of Macedonia to the Republic

Petrič, Constitutional Judge of the Republic of Slovenia; Evaldas Piesliakas,

Barbara Režek, Public Relations, Litostroj Steel Ltd, Slovenia; Riccardo

Žiga Medič, Member of the Board, Petrol d.d., Slovenia; Andrej Medica,

of Slovenia; H.E. Nikoloz Nikolozishvili, Ambassador, Embassy of Georgia to

Head of the Energy Development Division, Ministry of Economy of the

Riccardi, Councellor of the Region, Autonomous Region of Fruli Venezia

Ministers’s Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia;

the Republic of Slovenia in Bratislava; H.E. Mario Nobilo, Ambassador,

Republic of Lithuania; Anita Pipan, Director General of Directorate for Policy

Giulia, Italy; Pierce Riemer, Director General, World Petroleum Council,

Zhaorong Mei, Director, China Foundation of International Studies; Gennady

Embassy of the Republic of Croatia to the Republic of Slovenia; Jan Novak,

Planning and Multilateral Political Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

United Kingdom; John Roberts, Energy Security Specialist of Platts, United

Menzhulin, Professor, St. Petersburg State University, Russian Federation;

Chief of Cabinet, Office of the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic; Vida

Republic of Slovenia; Dr Janez Podobnik, Minister of the Environment and

Kingdom; H.E. Dr Dimitrij Rupel, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic

Asha-Rose Migiro, Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations; Sandra

Ogorelec Wagner, Director, Umanotera and Volunteer of The Climate Project,

Spatial Planning of the Republic of Slovenia; Juris Poikans, Head of Diplomatic

of Slovenia; Aleksander Salkić, Public Relations, Petro d.d., Slovenia; Vasilka

Miholova, Deputy Head of Directorate for Defense, Security and Foreign

Slovenia; Matej Ogrin, Director, CIPRA, Slovenia; Parfait Onanga-Anyanga,

Mission, Embassy of the Republic of Latvia to the Republic of Slovenia;

Sancin, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia;

Affairs of Czech Republic, Office of the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic;

Director, Office of the Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations; H.E.

Aleksandra Popović, Deputy General Manager and Member of the Board of

Shyam Saran, Special Envoy of the Prime Minister of the Republic of India on

Jovan Miličić, Marketing Manager, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Europe Ltd,

Marianna Oravcova, Ambassador, Embassy of the Slovak Republic to the

Directors, Cronogorska komercijalna banka, Montenegro; Peter Poptchev,

climate change issues; Prof. Ali Sayigh, Chairman, World Renewable Energy

Czech Republic; Marko Mlakar, EastEuro d.o.o., Slovenia; Hon. Powell

Republic of Slovenia; Tomaž Orešič, Head of Marketing Central and Western

Ambassador at large for Energy Security and Clemate Change, Coordinator for

Network; Tomaž Schara, Director General, Slovene Railways, Slovenia;

Moore, Representative of the United States Secretary of Defense to the OSCE;

Europe, EFT Group, Slovenia; Katsuhiro Ota, Project Manager, Mitsubishi

the EU Nabuco Project, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria;

Richard Schenz, Vice President, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber; Thomas

Marek Mora, Deputy Vice Prime Minister of the Czech Republic; Nobuo

Heavy Industries Ltd, Japan; Davlet Ovezov, Manager of International Affairs,

Prof. Dr Andrej Predin, Dean, Faculty of Energy Technology, University of

Schmid, Spokesman, Parliamentary Group of the Austrian People’s Party;

Mori, Vice President, Mitsubishi Power Systems Europe Ltd, Japan; Irena

TNK BP Management, Russian Federation; David Palčič , President, Robotina

Maribor, Slovenia; Vilim Primorac, Vice Minister for Foreign Trade and

Tjeerd M.P. Schoustra, Senior Civil Servant, Ministry of Economic Affairs of

Moro, Director, Moro & Kunst d.o.o., Slovenia; Edward Mortimer, Senior

d.o.o., Slovenia; H.E. Charalambos Panayides, Ambassador, Embassy of the

Economic Relations, Bosnia and Herzegovina; Ana Puljić Žunić, Counselor,

the Kingdom of Netherlands; Dr Wolfgang Schüssel, Chairman of the

Vice President, Salzburg Global Seminar; Cristina Mortu, Deputy Head of

Republic of Cyprus to the Republic of Slovenia; Andreas Papandreou,

Embassy of the Republic of Croatia to the Republic of Slovenia; H.E. Makram

Parliamentary Group of the Austrian People’s Party; Sašo Sedmak, Secretary,

Mission, Embassy of Romania to the Republic of Slovenia; H.E. Louis

Chairman of the Institute for Global Climate and Energy Security, Greece;

Queisi, Ambassador, Embassy of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to the

Ministry of Labor, Family and Social Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia;

Mouraux, Ambassador, Embassy of the Kingdom of Belgium to the Republic

Anton Papež, Chairman, Interenergo d.d., Slovenia; Boštjan Paradiž, Ministry

Republic of Slovenia in Vienna; Velisa Radunović, Head of Corprate

Zaklina Sekovska, Director, Standardization Institute of the Republic of

of Slovenia; Damjan Možina, Sales Director, Krka d.d., Slovenia; Alexander

of Environment and Spatial Planning of the Republic of Slovenia; Pasi

Department, Cronogorska komercijalna banka, Montenegro; Lara Rajičić,

Macedonia; Edvards Seliška, Third Secretary, Embassy of the Republic of

Mueller, Assistant Director General, Natural Resources Management and

Patokallio, Ambassador for Energy and Climate Change Policy, Ministry of

Vice President, Notos Vojvodina, Serbia; Dejan Ralević, Ministry of Foreign

Latvia to the Republic of Slovenia; Peter Semneby, EU Special Representative

Environment Department, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Finland; Jože Pavlinjek, Development

Affairs of the Republic of Serbia; Kevin S., Randall First Secretary, Apostolic

for South Caucasus, Council of the European Union, Brussels; Marko Senčar,

Nations; Humayun Mufti, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Slovenia in

Manager, INOKS d.o.o., Slovenia; Nikola Pejić, Chairman, State Electricity

Nunciature of the Holy See, Slovenia; Jože Rant, President, Slovenian

Deputy Managing Director, Energy Agency of the Republic of Slovenia; Iztok

Pakistan; G’aray Muradov, Counselor, Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Regulatory Commission, Bosnia and Herzegovina; Aleksandar Perić, Adviser

Committee for NATO; Ali Reda, Assistant Manager of the Corporate Planning

Seničar, Management Board Chairman, Kovintrade d.d., Slovenia; H.E. Villur

to the Republic of Slovenia in Vienna; Ali Nazarov, President, European

to the President, Serbian Chamber of Commerce; Boštjan Peršin, Senior

Department, Ministry of State of Qatar for Energy and Industry Affairs; Dr

Sundararajan Seshadri, Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of India to the
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Republic of Slovenia; Mjuša Sever, Country Director, Branch office in

Tomáš Szunyog, Director of Department of South and Southeast Europe,

Energy and Saving Division, Energy Agency, Lithuania; H.E. Debora Vainer

Manager, JP Elektroprivreda HZHB, Bosnia and Herzegovina; France Žlahtič,

Uzbekistan, Institute for New Democracies, Slovenia; H.E. Ayse Sezgin,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic; Igor Šalamun, Director

Barenboim, Ambassador, Embassy of the Federative Republic of Brasilia to the

Secretary, Ministry of the Economy of the Republic of Slovenia; Silvo Žlebir,

Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Turkey to the Republic of Slovenia;

General, Ministry of the Economy of the Republic of Slovenia; Anamarija

Republic of Slovenia; Hans Van Der Loo, Head of European Liaison Office,

Director General, Environmental Agency of the Republic of Slovenia; Jelka

H.E. Tim Simmons, Ambassador, Embassy of the United Kingdom of the

Šegina, CIPRA, Slovenia; Zdenko Šimunovič, Commissioner, Regulatory

Shell International, Brussels; Manja Vidic, Consultant, AT Kearney, Slovenia;

Žmuc Kušar, Editor in Chief, Petrol d.d., Slovenia

Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the Republic of Slovenia; Dr S. Fred

Commission for Electricity, Bosnia and Herzegovina; Prof. Dr Leopold,

Jože Visintin, General Manager, Fersped d.d., Slovenia; Andrej Vizjak,

Singer, President, Science & Environmental Policy Project, United States of

Škerget, Professor, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, University of Maribor,

Minister of the Economy of the Republic of Slovenia; Alexander Vladimirovič

America; H.E. Miran Skender, Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of

Slovenia; Janez Škrabec, General Manager, Riko d.o.o., Slovenia; Dr Zdravko

Yakovenko, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation; Andrej

Slovenia to Japan; H.E. Milenko E. Skoknic, Ambassador, Embassy of the

Špirić, Scientific Director, OIKON - Institute for Applied Ecology, Croatia;

Vrčon, Secretary General, Centre for European Perspective, Slovenia; Maša

Republic of Chile to the Republic of Slovenia in Vienna; Gorazd Skubin,

Katarina Štangelj, Adviser, Ministry of the Economy of the Republic of

Vukotić, Chief of Cabinet, Ministry of Economic Development of Montenegro;

Chairman, Interenergo d.d., Slovenia; Steffen Smidt, Climate Representative,

Slovenia; Stane Štefančič, General Manager, Genis d.o.o., Slovenia; Nina

Carlos Watson, Television Host, Member of the Board of Directors for College

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Denmark; James Soligo, Senior

Štros, EU Policy Campaigner, Greenpeace, Slovenia; George Tabakov,

Track, Keppler Speakers, United States of America; Biljana Weber, Country

Economist, Ministry of the State of Qatar for Energy and Industry Affairs;

Chairman, Bulgaria Economic Forum; Piero Tacconi, Honorary Consul of the

General Manager of IBM Slovenia; Ana Wersun, Honorary Consul of Slovenia

Wolfgang Sporrer, Head of the Representation for the Caspian, OMV Gas

Republic of Slovenia in Firenze; Muhammad Takdir, Second Secretary,

in Edinburgh, United Kingdom; Dr Alec Wersun, Professor, Glasgow

and Power, Austria; Petar Stanojević, Special Adviser to the Chairman of the

Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia to the Republic of Slovenia in Vienna;

Caledonian University, United Kingdom; Nicolas Whyte Independent

Managing Board, Petroleum Industry of Serbia; Alexander Stasev, Counselor,

Yuko Tanaka, Embassy of Japan to the Republic of Slovenia; Simon Taylor,

Diplomat; H.E. Triyono Wibowo, Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of

Embassy of the Russian Federation to the Republic of Slovenia; H.E. Birgitta

European Voice, Brussels; Peter Tevž, President of Board of Directors, Radeče

Indonesia to the Republic of Slovenia in Vienna; Dr Roger James Williamson,

Stenius-Mladenov, Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Finland to the

papir d.d., Slovenia; Ladislav Tomšič, Advisor to the Managing Director,

Programme Director, Wilton Park, United Kingdom; Andrzej Wyreel, First

Republic of Slovenia; Sara Stepanjan, Director, Bolgarija Trade d.o.o., Slovenia;

Holding Slovenske Elektrarne, Slovenia; Maja Tomšič, Assistant, Center of

Counselor, Embassy of the Republic of Poland to the Republic of Slovenia;

Vojislav Stevanović, Editor, Ekonomist Media Group, Serbia; Maja Stosković,

Excellence in Finance, Slovenia; H.E. Mirek Topolánek, Prime Minister of the

Damjan Zagožen, Secretary, Ministry of the Economy of the Republic of

Belgrade Chamber of Commerce, Serbia; Tadej Strehovec, Apostolic Nunciature

Czech Republic; Christian Tort Triedo, Export Manager, STEN, Slovenia;

Slovenia; Jože Zagožen, Managing Director, Holding Slovenske Elektrarne,

of the Holy See, Slovenia; Boštjan Strmčnik, Managing Director, Korona

Katja Tratnjek, Counselor for the Foreign and Defense Policies, National

Slovenia; Dr Zhihong Zhang, Program Manager, Sr. Climate Change Specialist,

Power Engineering d.d., Slovenia; Christian Scheel, Struwe Intern, Embassy

Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia; Fatjon Tungu, Director of Directorate

Global Environment Facility, United States of America; Lei Zhao, Attaché,

of Denmark to the Republic of Slovenia; Mitja Svete, Embassy of the Federative

of Electro-energy, Ministry of the Economy, Trade and Energy of the Republic

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China; H.E. Zhaolin

Republic of Brasilia to the Republic of Slovenia; Dr Aleša Svetic, Consultant

of Albania; Emmet Tuohy, Associate Director, Hudson Institute, United States

Zhi, Ambassador, Embassy of the People’s Republic of China to the Republic

to Management Board Chairman, Petrol d.d., Slovenia; Sibil Svilan, President

of America; Dr Žiga Turk, Minister without Portfolio responsible for

of Slovenia; Urška Zrinski, Project Coordinator, Center of Excellence in

of the Managing Board, SID Bank d.d., Slovenia; Goran Svilanović, UN ECE

Coordination and Monitoring on the Implementation of Slovenia’s Development

Finance, Slovenia; Marija Zupančič Vičar, Regional Councilor, International

Consultant for SEE, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe;

Strategy and the Economic and Social Reforms; Lina Uzsilaityte, Head of

Union for Conservation of Nature, Slovenia; Mato Matan Žarić, General
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ORGANIZERS

The Centre for European Perspective

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Slovenia

The Centre for European Perspective is an innovative
project platform that generates functional knowledge

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slo-

and brings together good practices to actively support

venia is responsible for implementing Slovenian foreign

the European and Euro-Atlantic integration processes.

policy and tasks assigned with the Foreign Affairs Law

We are fully committed to developing the European

(Ur.l. RS, 45/2001) as well as other acts and regulations

perspective for European Union candidate countries,

With its expert opinions, the Ministry participates in

potential candidate countries and countries of the New

the planning, procedures and preparation of foreign

Neighbourhood Policy by implementing high standard

policy matters of the Republic of Slovenia, as well as

demand-and-needs driven projects. The implementa-

the adopting of positions by the National Assembly of

tion of projects for countries of South East Europe is

the Republic of Slovenia and the Government of the

our current priority with no prejudice to projects in

Republic of Slovenia.

other regions.
More information about the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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More information about the Centre for European Per-

of the Republic of Slovenia available at http://www.

spective available at http://www.cep.si

mzz.gov.si
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DONORS

AC-Intercar d. o. o.

Kolektor Group d. o. o.

Pipistrel d. o. o.

Cetis d. d.

Korona d. d.

Porsche Slovenija d. o. o.

Domel d. d.

Kovintrade d. d.

PS Mercator d. d.

Ekodom d. o. o.

Krka d. d.

Robotina d. o. o.

Elektro-Slovenija d. o. o.

Lenovo Slovenija

Salonit Anhovo d. d.

Gorenje d. d.

Litostroj Jeklo d. o. o.

Schenker d. d.

Hypo Alpe-Adria -Bank d. d.

Mariborska livarna Maribor d. d.

SIMT d. o. o.

Ilirika d. d.

Nafta Lendava d. o. o.

Talum d. d.

Interenergo d. d.

Nova KBM d. d.

Triglav DZU d. o. o.

Iskraemeco d. d.

Nova Ljubljanska banka d. d.

Trimo d. d.

KIV d. d.

Petrol d. d.
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SPONSORS
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The future is on our side.
The future is on the side of the prudent and bold,
the deliberate and audacious.
After we had attained our goals, we set new ones that are even
more challenging.
Excellence, continual improvements and sustainable development
lead us forward.
We are ready to take bold new steps.
By doing so, we will grow and further surpass the expectations
of those whom we are committed to: employees, customers,
partners, shareholders and the environment.

VELOPMENT STRATEGY (3% IS
BECOMING A SIGNIõCANT LINK IN
THE PROVISION OF POWER ACROSS
#ENTRAL AND 3OUTHEAST %UROPE
)N ADDITION TO EFõCIENT RISK
MANAGEMENT SUCH A POSITION
ALSO FACILITATES ACTIVE PARTICIPA
TION IN THE FORMATION OF FOREIGN
ELECTRICITY MARKETS AS WELL AS
A MORE FAVOURABLE STRUCTURE OF
ENERGY SOURCES
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The Sava Group companies:
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Sava, d.d. • Savatech, d.o.o. with the Foreign Trade Network • Sava-GTI, d.o.o. • Sava Rol, d.o.o.
Savapro, d.o.o. • Savarus, d.o.o. • Sava IP, d.o.o. • IP Nova, d.o.o. • IP Nova A, d.o.o.
Sava IPN, d.o.o. • Sava IMG, d.o.o. • Sava Nova, d.o.o. • Sava Medical in storitve, d.o.o.
GIP Sava Kranj, d.o.o. • Ensa, d.o.o. • Ensa BH, d.o.o. • Sava Ensa, dooel
Energetika Črnomelj, d.o.o. | Sava-Schäfer, d.o.o. • Sava Hoteli Bled, d.d. | Terme 3000, d.o.o.
Zdravilišče Radenci, d.o.o. • Terme Ptuj, d.o.o. • Terme Lendava, d.o.o.

KREATTIVA

ENERGY CONNECTS OUR
.O ,IMITS FOR %LECTRICAL
WORLD AND TODAY WE TRADE WITH
WAY BEYOND THE FRONTIERS OF
THE %NERGETIC IT3LOVENIA
)N ACHIEVING ITS DE

YOUR DISTANCE
IS OUR HORIZON.

Keeps you
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.O PROBLEM )N ADDITION TO OUR OWN BUSINESS NETWORK
OUR GLOBAL PARTNERS COVER THE ENTIRE WORLD 3KILLED EMPLOYEES
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The Pule Estate
Dre~ji vrh 16, SI - 8231 Trebelno, Slovenia
T.: +386 (0)7 34 99 700 or +386 (0)1 47 02 700; F.: +386 (0)7 34 99 702
E-mail: marketing@pule.si

www. pule.si

For your health!

INVEST INTO THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW HIGH QUALITY SERVICES

things in the world.
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EXPERIENCE AND A WELL DEVELOPED INFRASTRUCTURE GUARANTEE

Slovenian steel for the best
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